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QUARTERS 

1840-O  WD,  Good,  full  rims,  original   $21 

1 840-O  WD,  VF,  dirty  gray  toning   89 

1842  Large  Date,  Fine   145 

1843-0  Large  0,  G+,  old  cleaning   68 

1847-0  VG+   39 

1847-0  Good   17  • 

1850  EF,  old  cleaning   135 

1853  Arrows,  F+,  original   19 

1853-0  Fine,  original   28 

1854  Good+   7 

1 855-  S  Fine+,  nice,  original   85 

1856-  0  VG+   20 

1856-  0  VF+,  nice,  original   59 

1857  VF,  minor  obverse  marks   22 

1857-  0  VG+,  dark  toning   10 

1857-0  Fine   23 

1857-  0  VF-XF,  sharp   55 

1858  Fine   15 

1858-  0  Fine,  nice,  original   30 

1859-  0  VG+,  old  cleaning   20 

1 860-  S  AG,  three  bad  obv.  scratches   45 

1861-  S  VG,  old  cleaning   65 

1862-  S  Fine   125 

1864  VF-XF,  sharp   175 

1864-S  VG,  very  dark  obverse    235 

1 864-  S  VG,  one  mark  by  date   275 

1865-  S  Fine,  dirty  obverse  toning   135 

1867-S  Fine,  old  cleaning   195 

1867-S  Fine,  one  reverse  scratch   220 

1870  VF,  old  cleaning   165 

1870  VF,  original    175 

1872  F-VF   65 

1875  VG   8 

1875-00  Fine   130 

1875-S  VG/G   25 

1875-S  VG-F   45 

1875-S  F-VF,  original  toning   65 

1875-  S  EF,  old  cleaning   135 

1876  PCGS  MS-63,  brilliant,  PQ   625 

1876-  CC  VG   10 

1877-  CC  Fine,  original   18 

1877-  S  PCGS,  MS-63,  blazing  lustre  ....  600 

1878  F-VF,  nice   22 

1 878  EF,  nice  toning,  one  rim  nick   39 

1 878-  S  Fine,  some  reverse  scratches  —  1 45 


QUARTERS 

1879     VG,  cleaned   $115 

1879     VF,  old  cleaning   225 

1879  PCGS  MS-61,  nice  reverse   425 

1880  PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant,  PL   595 

1881  PCGSVF-20    260 

1882  PCGS  Proof-63,  brilliant,  PQ   750 

1884  PCGS  MS-63,  nice,  original  toning  850 

1887      VG/G,  original  toning   185 

1887  MS-62/63,  gray  obverse  toning  .. .  595 

1887      PCGS  MS-62,  rare   650 

1887  PCGS  MS-63,  original  toning  ....  850 

1890      PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant   575 

1890      PCGS  Proof-63,  brilliant,  PQ   750 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1844      EF,  sharp,  gray  toning   $75 

1847-0   VG   20 

1849  EF,  sharp,  original  toning   125 

1850  Good+   225 

1855      Fine,  original    39 

1855      EF,  sharp,  old  cleaning   85 

1857-0   EF,  dari(  toning,  nice   75 

1857-S    Large  S,  Good+,  original   85 

1859      Good+    19 

1859      VG,  original    29 

1859  EF,  dari(  toning   95 

1860  VF,  old  cleaning   48 

1862      VF-EF.weakE   79 

1862      EF,  very  sharp,  nice  coin   175 

1864-S    Fine,  old  cleaning,  weak  ER   32 

1866      EF,  original,  weak  E   75 

1866-  S    EF,  old  cleaning   85 

1867-  S    EF,  old  cleaning   55 

1 868  EF,  old  cleaning,  obverse  nicks ...  1 45 

1869  EF,  old  cleaning   69 

1869-S    VF   48 

1872  VF,  dark  toning   38 

1872-  CC  Good    45 

1873  NA,  Good,  one  obverse  stain    17 

1873-  S    VG   65 

1880  Good+    185 

1881  Good,  old  cleaning   150 

1888  Good+   180 

1888      VG   190 


Quarters  Wanted,  G-VG  only:      1 851 , 1 860-S,  1 866, 1 866-S.  1 867, 1 867-8, 1 869, 1 870-CC, 

1871-00,  1871-S,  1872-S,  1873-CC,  1884, 1886. 
TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Orders  over  $100  sent  postpaid.  Approval  service 
available  to  LSCC  nnembers  with  references. 

Bob  Foster  •  LSCC  #239 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235 


OUR  PLEDGE 


To  encourage,  promote  and  dispense  numismatic  knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated  coins; 
to  cultivate  fraternal  relations  among  its  members  and  all  those  interested  in  the  science 
of  numismatics. 


OFFICERS 

John  McCloskey   President/Editor 

Larry  Briggs  Vice  President 

John  Kroon   Secretary-Treasurer 


This  is  a  non-profit  organization  dedicated  to  the  attributions  of  the 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES. 


Printed  and  Bound 
by 

Additional  copies  available  $5.00  each,  from  John  McCloskey 


No  material  in  this  publication 
may  be  reproduced  without  permission  of  the  authors. 


1 


GOBRECHT JOURNAL 

Official  Publication 
of  the 

LffiERTY  SEATED  COLLECTORS  CLUB 
VOLUME  20  NOVEMBER,  1993  NO.  58 


CONTENTS 

RETAIL  PRICE  VARIATIONS  FOR  THE  RARE  CARSON  CITY  MINT 
ISSUES  FOR  THE  PERIOD  1983  TO  1993 

By  Douglas  E.  Barr   3 

A  RARITY  STUDY  OF  MINT  STATE  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS,  1840  TO  1873 

By  Duncan  D.  Lee  9 

LSCC  REGIONAL  MEETING  AT  FUN  CONVENTION  15 

AN  1853-0  OVER  HORIZONTAL  O  QUARTER  DISCOVERED 

By  Larry  Briggs   16 

A  SECOND  VARIETY  OF  THE  1840-O  MEDIUM  O  DIME  IDENTIFIED 

By  Gerry  Fortin   19 

THE  1851  V-3  HALF  DIME 

By  William  A.  Harmon   23 

THE  FINEST  KNOWN  CERTIFIED  CARSON  CITY  SEATED  DOLLAR  SET 

By  Weimar  W.  White  26 

ON  THE  COVER  30 

LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLAR  DIES 

By  F.  Fazzari  32 

NEW  REFERENCE  BOOK  ON  LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 

NOW  AVAILABLE  34 

A  NEW  VARIETY  FOR  THE  1858-S  QUARTER 

By  Larry  Briggs  35 

DATE  STYLES  ON  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

By  John  W.  McCloskey  36 

A  NEW  REPUNCHED  DATE  VARIETY  FOR  THE  1876  QUARTER 

By  Christopher  F.  Pilliod  42 

AN  INTERESTING  COUNTERSTAMP  ON  AN  1873  TRADE  DOLLAR 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  43 

ARE  THERE  EXTRA  DIGITS  IN  THE  DENTICLES  ON  THE 
1 876-CC  TWENTY  CENT  PIECE? 

By  Carson  Torpey  45 

LSCC  REGIONAL  MEETING  AT  CALIFORNIA  STATE  CONVENTION  45 

AN  1842  SEATED  DOLLAR  WITH  RIM  CUDS  47 

MARSTON  WINS  AHWASH  AWARD  FOR  1993   48 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR   50 

SENDING  MATERIAL  FOR  PUBLICATION  IN  THE  JOURNAL  50 

TREASURER'S  REPORT  52 


2 


Retail  Price  Variations  for  the  Rare 
Carson  City  Mint  Issues  for  the  Period  1983  to  1993 

by 

Douglas  E.  Barr 


Even  a  casual  review  of  the  retail  price  listings  for  the  rare  Carson  City  Mint  issues 
will  reveal  a  trend  of  generally  increasing  prices,  even  during  periods  when  the  overall 
coin  market  is  declining.  Regardless  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  prices  for  so-called  investment 
coins,  the  popularity  and  collector  demand  for  the  rare  date  Carson  City  f\yiint  issues  has 
resulted  in  a  steady  appreciation  in  value  that  few  other  issues  can  match. 

To  illustrate  this,  a  comparison  was  conducted  of  the  retail  prices  listed  in  Coin  World 
Trends  for  the  ten  year  period  from  1983  to  1993.  Specifically,  the  retail  prices  for  the 
1 871  -CC  to  1 874-CC  dimes,  1 870-CC  to  1 873-CC  WA  quarters,  1 870-CC  to  1 874-CC 
and  1878-CC  half  dollars,  and  the  1 870-CC  to  1 873-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were 
compiled  for  January  of  1983  and  1993.  These  prices  were  used  to  compute  the 
average  annual  percentage  change  in  the  retail  price  from  this  ten  year  period.  In 
addition,  it  was  noted  that  some  series  and  dates  increased  primarily  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  ten  year  period,  while  others  increased  primarily  in  more  recent  years.  It  was 
deemed  advisable,  therefore,  to  repeat  the  analysis  for  the  period  from  1 988  to  1 993  to 
provide  additional  insight  regarding  price  variations  over  the  most  recent  five  year 
period.  For  comparison  purposes,  the  same  analysis  was  performed  for  three  widely 
held  investment  coins,  including  MS-65  common  date  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  and 
Morgan  dollars,  and  a  St.  Gaudens  $20  gold  type  in  MS-63. 

Since  this  analysis  is  limited  to  a  comparison  of  retail  prices,  it  does  not  represent  the 
actual  return  a  collector  would  realize  from  the  purchase  and  sale  of  these  coins.  While 
most  purchases  are  typically  made  at  the  retail  level,  the  sale  price  will  obviously  be 
lower  than  the  retail  level  due  to  the  dealer  spread  between  buy  and  sell  prices.  The 


3 


analysis,  however,  should  provide  a  useful  indicator  of  the  overall  performance  of  these 
dates,  particularly  when  used  to  compare  the  different  dates  and  denominations. 

Table  1  provides  the  average  yearly  percentage  change  in  the  retail  price  over  the 
1 0  year  period  from  1 983 to  1 993.  Coin  World  Trends  did  not  include  About  Uncirculated, 
AU-50,  or  Choice  Uncirculated,  MS-63,  in  1983  so  analyses  of  these  grades  was  not 
possible. 

Table  1.  -  Average  Annual  Percentage  Change  in  Retail  Price  for  the  Scarce  to 
Extremely  Rare  Carson  City  Mint  Issues  for  the  Period  from  January,  1 983  to  January, 
1993. 


GRADE 


Very 

Verv 

Ext. 

Unc. 

Averaof 

Date 

Good 

Good 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

MS-60 

G-4to  EF- 

Dimes 

1  77 

-2  26 

0  96 

2  82 

1  57 

T  fil 

0  4Q 

1  18 

3  75 

5  03 

9  81 

1  PJ'^-CC  WA 

1  41 

1  .*+  1 

9  44 

5  40 

5  28 

9  91 

Q  7fi 

O.I  \j 

7  RQ 

11  18 

12  07 

14  87 

11  15 

Quarters 

1870-CC 

3.79 

3.27 

6.57 

8.98 

9.04 

— 

6.33 

1871-CC 

8.31 

8.54 

3.45 

8.84 

12.02 

— 

9.23 

1872-CC 

3.42 

3.40 

5.45 

7.51 

4.94 

10  /  0  VVn 

in  55 

ft  62 

10  44 

9.61 

Half  Dollars 

1870-CC 

11.14 

10.92 

8.35 

10.94 

12.15 

— 

10.70 

1871-CC 

11.61 

10.41 

10.06 

3.08 

3.31 

— 

7.69 

1872-CC 

8.98 

4.45 

4.52 

4.33 

7.18 

9.18 

5.89 

1873-CC  NA 

11.14 

9.76 

10.84 

7.18 

13.24 

12.13 

10.43 

1873-CC  WA 

10.16 

9.60 

8.65 

7.44 

10.39 

15.34 

9.25 

1874-CC 

6.63 

2.92 

2.92 

5.99 

5.49 

4.79 

1878-CC 

0.25 

1.68 

1.73 

3.68 

3.03 

8.37 

2.07 

Dollars 

1870-CC 

-2.57 

-1.21 

1.73 

2.66 

6.72 

13.64 

1.47 

1871-CC 

6.84 

7.70 

9.86 

9.82 

12.05 

9.25 

1872-CC 

5.14 

5.97 

8.09 

5.70 

7.79 

18.16 

6.54 

1873-CC 

6.77 

7.48 

9.60 

12.15 

15.22 

10.24 

Average  grade  for  the  1872-00  quarter 

is  for  Good-4  through  VF-20. 

For  all  dates  in  grades  from  Good  through  Extremely  Fine  the  average  percentage 
increase  was  6.64  over  the  1 0  year  period.  In  circulated  grades,  the  1 873-CC  dollar  and 
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the  1 874-CC  dime  had  the  highest  rate  of  increase  at  1 5.22  and  1 4.87  percent/year  in 
Extremely  Fine.  Of  the  95  entries  in  the  table,  only  three  had  a  negative  return;  the  1 871  - 
CC  dime  in  Fine,  and  the  1870-CC  dollar  in  Good  and  Very  Good. 

In  general,  the  highest  annual  increases  were  associated  with  the  higher  circulated 
grades.  For  example,  coins  in  Extremely  Fine  had  a  higher  annual  increase  than  coins 
in  Very  Fine,  which  in  turn  had  a  greater  increase  than  coins  in  Fine.  To  illustrate  this, 
the  following  table  provides  the  average  annual  percentage  increase  for  the  dimes, 
quarters,  half  dollars,  and  dollars  in  Good-4  through  Extremely  Fine-40. 
Table  2.  -  Average  Annual  Percentage  Increase  in  Retail  Price  for  the  Scarce  to 
Extremely  Rare  Carson  City  Mint  Dimes,  Quarters,  Half  Dollars  and  Dollars  for  the 
Period  from  January,  1 983  to  January,  1 993. 


Denomination 

Good 

Very 
Good 

GRADE 
Fine 

Very 
Fine 

Ext. 
Fine 

Averaae 

Dimes 

4.83 

2.54 

3.13 

5.54 

7.00 

4.61 

Quarters 

6.19 

6.11 

7.75 

8.49 

10.50 

7.81 

Half  Dollars 

8.56 

7.11 

6.72 

6.09 

7.83 

7.26 

Dollars 

4.04 

4.98 

7.32 

7.58 

10.44 

6.87 

Average 

5.90 

5.18 

6.23 

6.92 

8.94 

6.64 

For  comparison,  overthis  same  period  the  common  date  MS-65  Walking  Liberty  half 
dollar  had  an  average  annual  return  of  -4.24  percent,  the  common  date  MS-65  Morgan 
dollar  had  a  return  of  -2.54  percent,  and  the  MS-63  St.  Gaudens  double  eagle  had  a 
retum  of  1 .37  percent. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  price  increases  for  the  various  denominations  and  dates 
were  not  evenly  distributed  over  the  ten  year  period.  The  half  dollars,  for  example, 
increased  in  price  at  an  annual  average  rate  of  9.97  percent  in  Good  through  Extremely 
Fine  over  the  period  from  1 983  to  1 988.  The  half  dollars  were  led  by  the  1 870-CC  which 
increased  an  average  of  21 .00  percent/year  in  grades  of  Good  through  Extremely  Fine. 
This  was  followed  by  the  1 873-CC  NA,  1 873-CC  WA  and  the  1 871  -CC  which  increased 
by  15.02,  10.90,  and  10.35  percent/year,  respectively,  in  these  same  grades.  In 
contrast,  the  dimes,  quarters  and  dollars  increased  by  1 .77, 5.22  and  4.76  percent/year 
during  this  same  period.  Over  the  period  from  1 988  to  1 993,  however,  the  situation  was 
somewhat  reversed  with  the  dimes,  quarters  and  dollars  all  out  performing  the  half 
dollars. 

In  an  effort  to  more  clearly  delineate  the  price  increases  overthe  most  recent  five  year 
period,  the  average  annual  percentage  increases  were  also  computed  for  the  period 
from  January,  1988  through  January,  1993.  The  results  are  listed  in  Table  3. 

Over  the  past  five  years  it  is  evident  that  collectors  have  come  to  realize  the  extreme 
rarity  of  these  issues  in  grades  of  Extremely  Fine  and  higher,  and  prices  have  increased 
accordingly.  This  is  especially  the  case  for  the  key  dates  such  as  the  1 874-CC  dime, 
1870-CC  quarter  and  1 873-CC  dollar,  which  have  increased  by  approximately  20 
percent/year  in  Extremely  Fine  and  About  Uncirculated.  Other  notable  dates  include  the 
1 872-CC  dime  in  Very  Fine  and  higher,  the  1 870-CC  through  1 873-CC  WA  quarters  in 
F-12  and  higher  and  the  1871-CC  and  1 872-CC  dollars  in  Very  Fine  and  higher.  The 
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half  dollars  as  a  group  did  not  perform  as  well,  perhaps  due  to  the  price  increases  over 
the  previous  five  years.  In  About  Uncirculated,  however,  the  half  dollars  did  very  well, 
and  as  a  group  increased  by  an  average  of  1 3.25  percent/year.  The  1 871  -CC  to  1 874- 
CC  half  dollars  also  increased  substantially  in  Extremely  Fine,  ranging  from  6.17  to 
14.87  percent/year. 

Table  3.  -  Average  Annual  Percentage  Increase  in  Retail  Price  for  the  Scarce  to 
Extremely  Rare  Carson  City  Mint  Dimes,  Quarters,  Half  Dollars,  and  Dollars  for  the 
period  from  January,  1988  to  January,  1993. 


GRADE 

Very 

Very 

Ext. 

Abt. 

Unc. 

Average 

Good 

Good 

Pinp 

1  II  Iw 

Pinp 

1  II  Iw 

Pinp 
III  IV 

Unc 

Wl  lw< 

MS-60 

G-4  to  FF-^ 

Dimes 

1871-CC 

4.99 

4.40 

0.00 

4.10 

7.39 

11.38 

— 

4.18 

1 872-CC 

0.72 

1.60 

1.55 

11.63 

14.41 

14.63 

C  AO 

5.98 

1873-CC  WA 

1.84 

1.83 

4.01 

8.25 

7.71 

9.46 

4.73 

1 874-CC 

13  53 

17.48 

15.18 

16.30 

18.51 

21.67 

16.20 

Quarters 

1870-CC 

5.68 

4.56 

16.27 

17.52 

19.19 

24.57 

— 

12.64 

1871-CC 

6.21 

11.01 

11.60 

10.24 

14.87 

19.86 

— 

10.79 

1 872-CC 

5.33 

4.84 

10.54 

13.66 

— 

— 

— 

7.84 

1873-CC  WA 

10.76 

10.63 

10.76 

3.84 

9.69 

11.20 

— 

9.14 

Half  Dollars 

1870-CC 

0.89 

0.66 

3.86 

0.00 

1.22 

4.72 

— 

1.33 

1871-CC 

4.78 

3.83 

6.89 

2.44 

8.45 

12.47 

— 

5.28 

1 872-CC 

10.20 

5.51 

3.13 

1.92 

10.20 

17.32 

16.72 

6.19 

1873-CC  NA 

6.87 

2.62 

3.13 

3.17 

14.87 

16.22 

16.17 

4.95 

1873-CC  WA 

6.64 

9.00 

6.05 

4.12 

12.47 

23.76 

23.36 

7.66 

1 874-CC 

4.84 

1.03 

5.37 

4.72 

6.17 

10.63 

4.43 

1878-CC 

0.50 

5.39 

2.25 

1.52 

2.80 

7.63 

15.09 

2.49 

Dollars 

1870-CC 

-4.67 

1.70 

2.01 

4.36 

8.21 

9.14 

18.72 

2.32 

1871-CC 

9.16 

11.84 

5.92 

9.72 

10.43 

9.41 

1 872-CC 

2.62 

5.31 

9.04 

10.14 

7.14 

16.25 

21.91 

6.85 

1873-CC 

13.18 

16.89 

16.30 

19.42 

24.57 

29.28 

18.07 

Average  grade  for  the  1 872-CC  quarter  is  for  Good-4  through  VF-20. 

In  summary,  the  greatest  average  yearly  increases  in  price  have  occurred  for  the 
dimes  in  Very  Fine  and  higher,  the  quarters  in  F-1 2  and  higher,  the  half  dollars  in  About 
Uncirculated  and  higher,  and  the  dollars  in  Very  Fine  and  higher.  This  is  illustrated  in 


6 


Table  4,  which  provides  the  average  yearly  percentage  increase  of  all  1 9  dates  in  Good- 
4  through  About  Uncirculated.  To  retain  the  comparative  value  with  Table  2,  the  average 
for  each  denomination  excludes  About  Uncirculated. 

Table  4.  -  Average  Annual  Percentage  Increase  in  Retail  Price  for  the  Scarce  to 
Extremely  Rare  Carson  City  Mint  Dimes,  Quarters,  Half  Dollars,  and  Dollars  for  the 
Period  from  January,  1 988  to  January,  1 993. 

GRADE 

Very 

Denomination 

Dimes 
Quarters 
Half  Dollars 
Dollars 

Average 

Average  for  G-4  through  Extremely  Fine  does  not  include  the  1872-CC  quarter  in  Extremely  Fine  as  this  grade  is  not  currently  listed 
in  Coin  World  Trends. 

Finally,  the  performance  of  the  "investment"  coins  over  the  five  year  period  should  be 
mentioned.  The  MS-65  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  declined  by  an  average  of  21 .58  percent/ 
year,  from  $295  in  1988  to  $87.50  in  January,  1993.  Similarly,  the  common  date  MS-65 
Morgan  dollar  and  MS-63  St.  Gaudens  double  eagle  have  declined  by  23.53  and  5.19 
percent  per  year  over  the  past  f  ive  years.  Obviously,  the  collector  coins  such  as  the  Carson 
City  Mint  issues  have  performed  far  better  than  the  so-called  investment  type  coins. 

0Q90 


Very 

Very 

Ext. 

Abt. 

Average 

Good 

Good 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

Unc. 

G-4  to  EF-40 

5.27 

6.33 

6.91 

10.07 

12.00 

14.28 

8.12 

6.99 

7.76 

12.29 

11.31 

14.58 

18.54 

10.59 

4.96 

4.00 

4.38 

2.56 

8.03 

13.25 

4.79 

5.07 

8.93 

8.32 

10.91 

12.59 

18.22 

9.16 

5.57 

6.75 

7.97 

8.71 

11.80 

16.07 

8.16 

GOBRECHT  JOURNAL  ISSUE  #3  WANTED 

I  will  purchase  an  individual  issue  or  a  complete  run  of  joumals  to  complete  my  set. 


NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  WANTED 

Buying  Gobrecht  journals,  JRCS  journals,  all  books,  auction  catalogues,  maga- 
zines and  periodicals  on  coins,  paper  money,  counterfeit  detectors,  counterfeiting, 
Colonial  currency,  tokens  and  medals  for  my  personal  library. 


Michael  J.  Sullivan  •  LSCC  #774 

P.O.  Box  32131 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45232 
Telephone  (513)  533-3134 
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New  Purchases 


Many  of  the  coins  listed  in  this  ad  are  from  an  old  collection  that  I  have  just 
purchased.  They  are  choice  and  notable  for  very  attractive  toning  unless  mentioned 
otherwise. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0     No  Stars,  EF-45   $700 

1840-  O  No  Drapery,  G-6+,  Small  o  . . . .  9 

1841-  0     VF-20,  Medium  0   39 

1842  Shattered  reverse,  AU-50  ... .  95 

1 844-0     G-4,  rotated  reverse   55 

1850-O     F-12    23 

1858-  0     AU-58   175 

1859-  0     F-12    22 

1863-S     ANACS  AU-50    255 

1866  ANACS  Proof-62   500 

1867  AU-55,  tiny  obv.  scratch  ....  600 

1868  ANACS  AU-58    325 

1869-S     AU-50,  sharp,  frosty   125 

DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  PCGS  AU-50....  $700 

1841-0     F-12,  Small  0   17 

1885-S     PCGS  F-1 5,  sharp    1250 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1876  ANACS  AU-58,  superb  ... .  $700 

QUARTERS 

1841-  0     EF-45   $175 

1842-  0  EF-45,  Large  Date,  reverse 

rim  bump,  obverse  drift  mark  .  99 

1847-0  PCGS  EF-40,  ultra 

conservatively  graded   375 

1852-0     PCIVF-25    525 

1855-0     EF-45,  lightly  porous   300 

1857-S      NGCMS-61    3800 

1861-  S     F-12    150 

1862-  S  PCGS  AU-50,  old  cleaning  . .  900 

1864        AU-50    400 

1871-CC    PCGS  F-1 5    3300 


QUARTERS 

1875-  S     VF-30,  retoned  $80 

1876-  CC    F-15,  coarse  reeding  24 

1887        ANACS  MS-63    900 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-  O  VF-20,  WB-103,  Small  o,  nice 

toning,  a  few  hairlines  $70 

1 841  -0  Rev.  of  1 842-0  SD,  EF-40 ...  1 25 

1841-  0     ANACS  EF-40,  nicer  145 

1842-  0     Medium  Date,  F-12  39 

1842-0     VF-25  60 

1842-0     PCI  EF40,  cleaned  85 

1842-0     ANACS  EF-40  100 

1842-0     PCI  EF-40  100 

1 842-0  WB-1 03,  EF-40, 4  in  drapery  .  350 

1842-  0     ANACS  AU-50    250 

1843-  0     VF-20  55 

1 845-0  G-6+,  WB-1 09,  footless  1 ,  R-5 .  25 

1847-0     VG-8   18 

1848       PCGSMS-62PQ  1700 

1860-S     ANACS  AU-55    350 

1863-S     VF-20  50 

1868-S     VF-20  55 

1 873-CC  No  Arrows,  VF-20,  weak  E  in 

LIBERTY,  a  great  coin  425 

1872-S     PCGS  MS-63   2750 

1881        AU-50    445 

1886  AU-55    600 

1887  NGC  MS-63    1250 

1888  AU-55    445 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1845        NGC  EF-40  $525 

1859-S      PCGS  EF-40  PQ  1450 

1865        EF-40   500 


1 870-CC   PCGS  VF-25,perfect  for  grade  750 


Hours:  1 0:30  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  Please  include  postage  on  orders  under  $1 00. 
Two  week  retum  privilege.  Minnesota  residents  please  add  tax. 

Neil  Clasen  •  LSCC  #607 

P.O.  Box  413  •  Anoka,  Minnesota  55303 
Telephone  (612)  421-4555 
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A  Rarity  Study  of  Mint  State  Liberty 
Seated  Dollars,  1840  to  1873 

by 

Duncan  D.  Lee 

I  believe  that  the  most  challenging  and  intriguing  series  of  United  States  coins  to 
study  is  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series  minted  from  1 840  to  1 873.  Even  without  the 
inclusion  of  the  fascinating  Gobrecht  dollars  that  preceded  the  series  and  the  fabulously 
rare  fantasy  pieces  With  motto  from  1 863 to  1 865,  the  34  year  series  boasts  a  legendary 
rarity  and  an  unsolved  mystery  that  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  resolved. 

Although  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series  has  not  been  studied  as  thoroughly  as  the 
other  series  of  Seated  coins,  it  has  its  own  interesting  varieties  and  a  peculiarity  that 
lends  itself  to  serious  numismatic  scrutiny.  My  own  observations  have  been  gleaned 
from  an  extensive  study  and  search  for  varieties  while  putting  together  almost  three 
complete  sets  of  Seated  dollars  for  myself  and  other  clients  over  the  past  eleven  years. 
This  information  has  been  put  forth  herein  in  the  hope  of  furthering  the  enjoyment  and 
study  of  this  fascinating  and  under  appreciated  series.  I  believe  that  even  a  partially 
completed  mint  state  collection  of  Seated  dollars  would  be  a  prized  possession  and 
should  prove  to  be  immensely  profitable  over  a  period  of  years. 

One  of  the  biggest  advantages  that  the  collector  has  today  is  the  availability  of  more 
accurate  and  unbiased  information  about  the  rarity  of  certain  issues.  One  of  the  most 
importantfeatures  of  this  new  wave  of  information  is  the  advent  of  the  population  reports 
by  the  numerous  grading  services.  Despite  their  inherent  weaknesses,  the  PGGS  and 
NGC  population  reports  provide  a  solid  basis  for  the  study  of  relative  rarities.  I  further 
believe  that  about  50  percent  of  all  gradeable  mint  state  Seated  dollars  have  been 
slabbed.  I  would  also  hazard  a  guess  that  as  many  as  80  percent  of  the  higher  grade 
examples  in  MS-63  and  above  have  been  slabbed  at  least  once. 

The  difficulty  in  deciphering  the  population  reports  lies  in  the  number  of  resubmissions 
reported  where  one  coin  may  account  for  up  to  five  or  more  of  the  reported  coins  graded. 
Accordingly,  the  combined  PGGS  and  NGC  populations  reported  and  used  in  this 
article  may  very  well  be  skewed  upwards  and  may  not  accurately  reflect  the  true  rarity 
of  a  given  issue.  The  combined  PGGS  and  NGC  populations  reported  herein  were 
taken  from  reports  available  as  of  June  24, 1993. 

Each  of  the  46  dates  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  is  given  a  rarity  ranking  in  mint  state 
based  upon  the  number  of  mint  state  specimens  graded  by  PCGS  and  NGC.  Ties  were 
broken  based  upon  the  quality  of  the  specimens  graded  of  each  date.  The  comments  listed 
in  the  date  by  date  analysis  are  meant  to  refer  only  to  business  strike  specimens.  The 
population  figures  by  date  do  not  include  proof  coins  except  forthe  1 858  dollar.  As  a  proof 
only  issue,  an  example  of  this  date  is  needed  to  complete  the  set  of  Seated  dollars. 

Date  by  Date  Analysis 

1 840  :  Let  me  start  by  saying  that  all  mint  state  Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  rare  and 

in  most  instances  very  rare  in  grades  of  MS-63  and  higher.  This  date  is  no 
exception  and  is  very  underrated.  Specimens  come  well  struck  and  semi- 
prooflike  when  available.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  17. 

1 841  :  Another  very  underrated  date  in  mint  state.  It  usually  comes  well  struck.  This 

date  also  comes  with  a  variety  that  shows  repunching  on  the  date  at  the  1 8. 
Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  18. 
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1 842  :  Considered  to  be  the  most  common  of  the  early  dates.  This  is  a  perceived 

inaccuracy  due  to  a  number  of  cleaned  AU  coins  masquerading  as  mint  state 
specimens.  There  is  an  obviously  repunched  date  variety  where  the  842  is 
cleariy  repunched.  This  issue  usually  comes  with  an  excellent  strike.  Rarity 
ranking  in  mint  state:  40. 

1 843  :  Another  very  underrated  date.  This  issue  usually  comes  softly  struck  on  the 

obverse  stars  with  lustrous  surfaces.  All  regular  issues  are  observed  with  a 
repunched  43  or  4  in  the  date.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  25. 

1 844  :  Very  rare  in  mint  state  and  very  underrated.  This  issue  comes  fully  prooflike 

and  many  specimens  have  been  sold  as  proof  in  the  past.  Beware  of  friction 
on  the  high  points  and  other  high  end  AU  coins  selling  as  mint  state.  This  is  the 
only  issue  with  the  quadruple  obverse  stripes  in  the  shield,  actually  a  doubled 
die  obverse.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  13. 

1 845  :  This  date  is  now  being  recognized  as  an  extreme  rarity  in  mint  state.  However, 

many  nice  AU  coins  still  pass  for  mint  state.  This  date  comes  well  struck  and 
prooflike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  6. 

1 846  :  This  date  is  comparable  to  the  1 842  in  availability.  However,  it  is  much  rarer 

in  mint  state.  Some  softness  in  strike  observed  in  the  obverse  stars.  Rarity 
ranking  in  mint  state:  28. 

1 846-0 :  Another  major  rarity  in  mint  state.  Usually  comes  well  struck  and  lustrous. 
Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  20. 

1 847  :  Another  underrated  issue  in  mint  state.  Not  as  common  as  once  thought.  It 

usually  comes  well  struck.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  35. 

1 848  :  Traditionally  considered  a  rare  date  and  justifiably  so.  Some  softness  in  strike 

usually  seen  on  the  obverse  stars.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  16. 

1 849  :  Underrated  and  very  difficult  to  locate  with  nice  eye  appeal.  Population  reports  are 

skewed  upward  due  to  resubmissions.  It  usually  comes  with  a  soft  strike  on  the 
obverse  stars  and  on  the  eagle's  leg  on  the  reverse.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  38. 

1 850  :  A  very  low  mintage  date  and  hoarded  as  such.  However,  this  date  is  still  very  rare 

in  mint  state.  Many  come  sharply  struck,  fully  prooflike  and  attractive.  Beware  of 
many  sliders  that  are  being  sold  as  mint  state  coins.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  1 9. 

1 850-O :  A  super  rarity  in  mint  state.  Apparently  this  date  was  not  saved  like  the  1 850 
coins.  Some  weakness  in  strike  seen  on  the  obverse.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint 
state:  9. 

1851  :  A  recognized  rarity  with  less  than  a  dozen  pieces  known  in  all  mint  state  grades. 

Some  weakness  in  strike  is  usually  seen.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  12. 

1 852  :  Another  recognized  rarity  in  mint  state.  Most  observed  with  weak  obverse 

stars  on  the  left.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  7. 

1 853  :  Previously  considered  common  but  now  being  recognized  as  a  tough  date  to 

locate.  Rare  in  mint  state.  Comes  with  an  average  strike.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  weight  of  the  silver  dollar  as  not  reduced  in  1 853  making  these  issues  worth 
slightly  more  than  face  value  during  the  middle  of  the  1 9th  century.  As  a  result, 
many  Seated  dollars  were  melted  and  the  reported  mintages  are  practically 
useless  in  determining  relative  availability.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  33. 
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1 854  :  Extremely  rare  as  a  date.  However,  there  are  two  fabulous  gems  of  this  date 

that  may  be  throwing  off  the  population  reports  due  to  their  resubmissions. 
Average  strike  with  some  minor  weakness  in  Miss  Liberty's  head  and  in  the 
date.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  30. 

1 855  :  Another  extremely  rare  date.  Although  slightly  more  available  than  the  1 854 

date  in  circulated  grades,  it  is  much  rarer  in  mint  state.  The  finest  known 
example  is  a  fully  struck  PCGS  MS-63  specimen.  This  date  usually  comes 
with  some  strike  weakness.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  10. 

1856  :  Extremely  underrated  in  mint  state.  Although  there  are  a  few  notable  exceptions, 

most  come  very  weakly  struck  with  a  flat  head  and  eagle's  leg.  All  mint  state 
specimens  have  a  die  scratch  between  the  loop  and  the  tail  of  the  6.  The  reported 
1856/4  overdate  may  not  exist.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  1 1 . 

1857  :  This  date  is  notorious  for  being  weakly  struck.  I  have  seen  only  three  specimens 

with  a  decent  strike  in  the  past  eleven  years.  However,  this  date  usually  comes 
with  a  wonderful  prooflike  surface.  Although  very  rare  as  a  date,  a  small  group 
of  prooflike  mint  state  specimens  have  recently  surfaced.  Still  a  very  rare  date 
and  especially  so  in  mint  state.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  36. 

1 858  :  A  proof  only  issue  included  here  since  it  is  usually  collected  as  part  of  the 

Seated  dollar  series.  Once  considered  a  rarity,  it  is  relatively  overrated  and 
available  for  a  price.  Rarity  ranking:  39. 

1 859  :  This  is  a  very  underrated  date  and  very  difficult  to  locate  with  a  nice  strike  . 

Usually  seen  with  some  weakness  in  the  obverse  stars.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint 
state:  24. 

1 859-0 :  One  of  the  most  common  dates  in  the  series.  However,  this  date  is  especially 
difficult  to  find  without  baggy  surfaces  and  in  higher  grades.  Extremely 
underrated  in  MS-63  and  higher.  Usually  can  be  found  with  an  excellent  strike. 
Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  45. 

1 859-  S  :  Another  recognized  major  rarity.  This  is  the  only  San  Francisco  mint  No  Motto 

Seated  dollar.  Extremely  rare  in  mint  state.  The  repunched  date  variety  with 
the  boldly  repunched  1 8  is  actually  much  more  available  than  the  perfect  date 
despite  previous  assertions  to  the  contrary.  This  date  is  tough  to  find  with  a 
full  strike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  14. 

1 860  :  Relatively  available  but  still  very  difficult  to  locate  in  mint  state.  Usually  comes 

with  a  good  strike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  42. 

1 860-  O :  The  most  common  Seated  dollar.  However,  despite  rumors  that  several  bags  of 

these  coins  were  released  by  the  Treasury,  it  is  unlikely  that  more  than  600  mint 
state  specimens  exist  today.  The  vast  majority  of  these  pieces  are  in  a  scuffy, 
baggy  condition.  In  MS-63  or  better  condition,  this  date  is  still  quite  underrated. 
This  date  comes  with  varying  strike  quality  but  it  can  be  located  with  an  excellent 
strike.  Numerous  varieties  exist.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  46. 

1861  :  The  first  of  the  Civil  War  issues.  Seated  dollars  issued  from  1 861  to  1 865  are 

all  very  rare  and  they  all  come  with  die  striations  in  the  fields.  The  1 861  date 
only  appears  to  be  more  available  due  to  numerous  resubmissions.  Usually 
comes  very  well  struck.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  32. 
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1 862  :  Another  very  rare  issue.  Usually  comes  with  a  good  strike  but  with  heavy  die 

striations  in  the  field.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  29. 

1 863  :  Another  very  rare  date.  Usually  well  struck.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  31 . 

1 864  :  This  date  is  arguably  the  rarest  of  the  Civil  War  issues.  Mint  state  specimens 

come  with  repunched  1 8.  Tough  to  find  without  excessive  die  striations.  The 
strike  is  average.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  22. 

1 865  :  Very  rare  and  difficult  to  locate.  This  date  comes  with  a  weak  strike  on  the 

obverse  stars  and  the  head.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  27. 

1866  :  The  first  of  the  With  Motto  dollars  and  another  tough  date  to  find.  Many 

specimens  have  been  observed  with  a  repunched  66  in  the  date.  This  date 
is  also  difficult  to  find  well  stmck.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  34. 

1 867  :  Extremely  underrated  and  difficult  to  locate.  All  true  mint  state  specimens 

have  the  normal  date  over  small  date  repunching.  This  date  comes  with  a 
great  strike  and  prooflike  surfaces.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  23. 

1868  :  Very  rare  and  tough  to  locate.  This  date  comes  prooflike  and  well  struck. 

Another  underrated  issue.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  21 . 

1869  :  Underrated  and  rare  in  mint  state.  Occasionally  seen  prooflike  with  an 

average  strike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  26. 

1 870  :  This  is  an  unrecognized  better  date  in  the  series.  There  is  also  a  variety  with 

the  870  in  the  date  obviously  repunched.  Usually  comes  with  some 
weakness  in  strike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  37. 

1 870-CC :  The  first  and  most  common  of  the  Carson  City  issues.  Still,  very  rare  in  mint 
state.  A  few  specimens  are  fully  proof  like,  most  come  with  an  average  strike. 
Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  15. 

1 870-S  :  A  legendary  rarity.  Perhaps  1 1  pieces  of  this  date  are  known  to  exist,  the 
finest  of  these  being  the  NonA/eb  specimen.  The  author  grades  this  piece 
AU-55+.  Unknown  mintage.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  2. 

1 871  :  One  of  the  most  common  With  Motto  dollars.  There  are  three  obverse  varieties: 

the  71  together,  the  71  apart  and  the  entire  date  obviously  repunched.  It  should 
also  be  noted  that  With  Motto  dollars  come  with  doubled  die  reverses.  A  tripled 
reverse  has  also  been  verified  for  this  date.  Usually  observed  with  some 
weakness  in  the  obverse  stars.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  44. 

1 871  -CC :  Extremely  rare  in  mint  state  and  only  one  specimen  graded  as  such  to  date 

by  NGC.  This  is  a  recognized  rarity  and  possibly  no  more  than  two  or  three 
exist  in  mint  state.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  4. 

1872  :  Another  common  date  although  somewhat  rarerthan  the  1871  inmintstate. 

There  is  a  blundered  date  variety  with  a  2  punched  twice  into  the  rock.  This 
date  also  comes  with  a  doubled  die  reverse.  Usually  seen  well  struck.  Rarity 
ranking  in  mint  state:  41 . 

1 872-CC :  Extremely  rare  in  mint  state.  Very  underrated  in  all  grades.  Usually  seen  with 
a  good  strike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  8. 

1 872-S  :  This  date  is  now  a  recognized  rarity  in  mint  state.  A  hoarded  date  due  to  its 
low  mintage,  it  is  usually  seen  below  AU  and  harshly  cleaned.  Comes  well 
struck  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  5. 


12 


1873  :  The  third  common  date  With  Motto  dollar.  This  date  sometimes  comes 
weakly  struck  on  the  obverse  stars.  This  date  also  comes  with  a  doubled  die 
reverse  and  with  a  tripled  reverse.  Rarity  ranking  in  mint  state:  43. 

1 873-CC:  This  date  is  the  rarest  collectible  Seated  dollar.  Although  none  have  been 
listed  in  mint  state  in  either  of  the  two  grading  service  reports,  a  beautiful 
prooflike  gem  has  reportedly  been  slabbed  by  NGC  as  MS-64.  Rarity 
ranking  in  mint  state:  3. 

1873-S  :  Unknown  in  any  collection!  Although  700  were  allegedly  minted,  none  are 
known  to  exist  today.  The  usual  account  states  that  all  were  melted  in  1 873. 
However,  there  is  no  record  of  the  actual  melting  of  these  coins.  Rarity 
ranking  in  mint  state:  1 . 

Population  Figures  by  Date 

The  table  below  gives  a  listing  of  the  number  of  pieces  graded  for  each  date  in  each 
of  three  mint  state  conditions  by  PCGS  and  NGC  combined  as  of  June  24, 1 993.  This 
table  also  gives  the  total  number  of  pieces  graded  in  mint  state  and  the  rarity  ranking  for 
each  date  in  the  series. 
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The  1 873-S  Standard  dollar  is  currently  unknown  in  any  condition,  although  700  were 
allegedly  struck  early  in  1 873.  If  these  coins  were  actually  struck  and  later  melted,  there 
is  a  high  likelihood  that  a  few  of  these  pieces  would  have  been  saved  from  the  melting 
pot.  Given  the  inaccurate  record  keeping  at  the  branch  mints  during  the  19th  century, 
the  author  contends  that  another  hypothesis  may  explain  the  existence  of  the  1 870-S 
dollar  and  the  reported  mintage  of  700  pieces  for  the  1 873-S  Standard  dollar.  The 
following  explanation  contains  speculation  on  the  part  of  the  author  but  it  is  worthy  of 
consideration  by  numismatic  scholars. 

Suppose  that  some  time  early  in  1 873  the  director  of  the  San  Francisco  mint  found 
himself  short  several  hundred  dollars  due  to  the  earlier  striking  of  the  1 870-S  dollars  at 
the  mint.  In  orderto  avoid  a  possible  scandal  and  perhaps  criminal  charges,  the  director 
may  have  added  the  missing  dollars  to  the  mint  record  early  in  1 873.  Only  later  would 
he  learn  that  mint  officials  in  Philadelphia  would  orderthat  no  Standard  dollars  be  struck 
in  San  Francisco  that  year.  Having  already  reported  the  mintage,  it  would  be  a  simple 
matter  for  that  mint  director  to  simply  melt  the  coins.  Is  it  possible  that  the  700  Seated 
dollars  melted  in  April  of  1 873  were  actually  dated  1 870-S  and  that  a  few  of  these  coins 
were  saved  from  the  melting  pot  by  unscrupulous  employees.  This  would  explain  the 
mysterious  appearance  of  the  1 870-S  dollar  and  the  rather  improbable  lack  of  evidence 
on  the  existence  of  the  1 873-S  Standard  dollar.  This  argument  is  admittedly  speculative, 
but  it  may  deserve  further  consideration  before  it  is  dismissed. 

Regardless  of  whether  700  of  the  1 873-S  Standard  dollars  were  actually  struck,  there 
exists  written  documentation  that  strongly  supports  the  proposition  that  at  least  one 
standard  dollar  dated  1 873-S  was  struck  and  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  essay.  If  this  coin 
was  actually  struck,  where  is  it  today?  Early  numismatic  cataloguers  actually  listed  the 
1 873-S  Standard  dollar  as  if  it  existed.  And  there  is  that  persistent  rumor  that  one  such 
specimen  did  somehow  survive.  Should  this  one  specimen  ever  show  up,  it  would  be 
the  most  spectacular  and  anticipated  discovery  in  numismatic  history. 

A  final  comparison  will  be  made  to  demonstrate  just  how  rare  mint  state  Seated 
dollars  really  are.  The  1 893-S  Morgan  dollar  is  the  key  date  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
and  has  a  total  population  of  25  pieces  in  all  mint  state  grades  for  the  two  grading 
services  combined.  This  number  of  pieces  graded  would  rank  this  date  no  better  than 
27th  in  rarity  in  mint  state  among  the  46  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  1 893-S  Morgan  dollar  commands  a  bid  of  more  than  $35,000  in  MS-63 
as  the  key  to  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  And  there  are  many  more  mint  state  examples 
of  this  date  that  have  not  yet  been  slabbed. 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  1994.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00  AM  on  Friday,  January  7,  1994  in 
Oriando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  atthe  Convention 
Center  in  Oriando  with  the  location  of  the  meeting  being  announced  in  the  convention 
program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to  gather  and 
exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

The  Editor 
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An  1853-0  Over  Horizontal  O  Quarter  Discovered 


by 

Larry  Briggs 

I  would  like  to  report  a  major  new  variety  in  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series,  an  1 853- 
O  quarter  with  an  O  mintmark  over  a  horizontal  O.  The  mintmark  features  are  very 
dramatic  and  there  is  no  question  that  the  O  mintmark  has  been  punched  over  an  earlier 
O  that  was  punched  in  the  horizontal  position.  The  O  mintmark  on  this  new  variety  is 
resting  on  the  rays  below  the  crotch  between  the  feathers  and  the  olive  stem  and  above 
the  space  between  the  R  and  D.  The  rays  extend  out  in  all  directions  around  the 
mintmark  with  two  rays  running  vertically  through  the  center  of  the  mintmark.  Also  within 
the  mintmark  one  can  see  the  remains  of  an  earlier  O  punched  on  its  side.  These 
remnants  can  be  seen  as  arcs  of  raised  metal  running  through  the  top  and  bottom  of  the 
O  mintmark.  The  opening  of  the  horizontal  mintmark  would  be  narrower,  thus  producing 
these  defects  within  the  mintmark. 

The  position  of  the  mintmark  on  this  variety  is  different  from  that  seen  on  the  five 
reverses  pictured  in  my  book  on  the  Seated  quarter  series.  The  discovery  coin  was  a 
VF  specimen  purchased  by  me  in  California  in  June  of  1992  and  identified  as  a  new 
variety  soon  thereafter.  Another  example  of  this  variety  has  been  confirmed  in  VG.  Still, 
this  new  variety  is  probably  very  rare.  Anyone  owning  an  example  of  this  variety  is 
encouraged  to  report  it  in  the  LSCC  quarter  survey  so  that  we  can  make  a  reliable 
estimate  on  the  rarity  of  this  new  and  unusual  variety. 


1853-0  Over  Horizontal  O  Quarter 
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Mintmark  on  1853-0  over  Horizontal  O  Quarter 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1847  Ch.  AU,  strong  strike,  normal  date,  scarce  in  high  grade   $160 

1 847-0       Ch.  XF+,  flat  stars  on  right,  soft  head,  strong  reverse   $1 00 

1 855/854     Ch.  VF,  light  strike   $1 25 

Purchase  1847  and  1847-0  together  for   $250 

14  Day  Return  Privilege.  Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage. 

Paul  Brill  •  LSCC  #749 

230  Mitchell  Road  •  Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina  28387 
Telephone  (919)  692-8317  evenings 
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Choice  Seated 

The  following  list  contains  only  a  small 
call  or  write  for  a  complete  list. 

HALF  DIMES 

1839-0   G-4,  Large  0,  weak  rim  at  TED..  $325 


1 840-O  ND,  Good,  open  bud  reverse, 

obverse  rim  mark,  rare   85 

1842-  0  NGC  XF-45,  choice  toning   850 

1849-0  ANACSVF-20    205 

1853-0  No  Arrows,  G-4   120 

1863  VF-20,  nice  toning   255 

1866  AU,  toned,  rare   585 

DIMES 

1840  With  Drapery,  VF-20   $115 

1843-  0  F-15   110 

1846  VF-20,  scarce   265 

1849-0  VF,  Small  0,  nice   95 

1851-0  VF   65 

1857-  0  Oh,  XF,  Medium  0,  scarce   85 

1858-  S  VF-30   285 

1 859  AU-55,  blundered  date,  full  strike  .  1 65 

1860-O  ANACSF-12   685 

1869  AU,  toned    195 

1870-S  F-15,  scarce    365 

1873-CC  Arrows,  VF,  a  few  light  marks, 

much  nicer  than  most  seen   2350 

1880  ANACS  VF-20,  nice  toning   210 

1881  VF/XF,  lightly  cleaned   215 

QUARTERS 

1841  FA/F   $80 

1842  About  VF   165 

1849-0  VF-30+,  nice  toning,  rare    2150 

1851-0  VG,  toned    235 

1852  AU,  very  sharp   335 

1855-0  VF,  old  cleaning   150 

1858-  S  VG   65 

1859-  S  Fine   170 

1860-  S  ANACS  VF-20/20,  scarce   665 

1862-S  VG,  no  problems   60 


Coins  from  Brian 

portion  of  my  current  inventory.  Please 


QUARTERS 

1862-S    F-12   $130 

1865     VG,  uneven  toning   60 

1865-S    Fine   145 

1865-S    VF-30    265 

1867      F-15,  nice   235 

1867      AU,  toned   525 

1868-S    F-12   110 

1869  F-12   325 

1870  VF   135 

1872  VF-20   80 

1873  NA,  VF,  Closed  3,  rare   395 

1873      NA,  Fine,  Open  3   52 

1873-S    XF-40,  scarce   295 

1875-S    About  VF,  choice   72 

1875-CC  F-12   145 

1878-CC  XF-40,  original   85 

1879  Ch.VF,  nice    235 

1881      VF   260 

1 883  AU,  ex-proof,  extra  83  in  denticles  365 

1890  VF   90 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1846-0   VG,  Tall  Date   $210 

1 847/6    ANACS  VF-20,  early  die  state, 

very  rare   4250 

1848      F-15, 18/18,  WB-1 03   85 

1850      VF-30,  toned    400 

1859-0   VF++,  9  in  denticles   65 

1 861  -0  F/VF,  Confederate  obverse, 

die  crack   135 

1865  1865/1865,  ANACS  XF-40,  scarce  190 

1880  Fine   240 

1891  VF,  gem  for  grade   95 

1891      Ch.AU,  nice   285 


TERMS:  10  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Strict  grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for 
postage  and  handling.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  All  coins  subject  to 
prior  sale. 

Buying  all  scarce  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

Brian  Greer  •LSCC#716 

P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  Colorado  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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A  Second  Variety  of  the  1840-O  Medium  O  Dime  Identified 


by 

Gerry  Fortin 

Recently,  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  purchasing  an  1 840-O  Seated  dime  that  was  graded 
MS-62  by  PCGS.  This  coin  was  described  by  a  mail  order  firm  as  being  well  struck  with 
light  to  medium  gold  toning.  Upon  receiving  the  coin  in  the  mail,  I  immediately  examined 
the  reverse  to  see  if  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  purchased  a  coin  with  a  Large  O  or 
a  Medium  O  mintmark.  In  his  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series,  Brian  Greer  considers  either 
of  these  two  varieties  to  be  an  R-7+  in  rarity  in  mint  state.  A  quick  examination  revealed 
a  Medium  O  mintmark  and  surprisingly,  a  very  well  struck  reverse  with  numerous  die 
cracks  extending  to  the  rim.  I  then  compared  my  new  purchase  with  the  EF-40  Medium 
O  coin  from  my  collection.  From  previous  examinations  of  my  Medium  O  coin  I  knew  that 
this  variety  should  show  a  reverse  die  crack  at  12  o'clock  that  runs  down  through  the  E 
in  STATES  and  possess  a  mintmark  that  is  tilted  slightly  to  the  right.  These  characteristics 
have  been  documented  by  both  Greer  and  Ahwash  in  their  books  on  the  Seated  dime 
series  for  the  Medium  O  variety.  My  new  purchase  did  not  show  either  of  these 
characteristics.  A  more  detailed  comparison  revealed  that  I  had  just  purchased  a  coin  with 
a  new  obverse  and  a  new  reverse  for  the  1 840-O  Medium  O  dime.  The  following  detailed 
descriptions  have  been  provided  to  help  fellow  club  members  identify  the  two  known 
varieties  for  the  Medium  O  variety. 

1840-O  Medium  O  Dime,  A-2 


Obverse:  Stars  4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 1 0, 1 1  and  1 3  are  recut  with  major  recutting  at  stars  1 0 
and  1 1 .  Star  1  points  to  the  seam  in  the  rock.  The  edge  of  the  left  foot  of 
the  1  in  the  date  is  positioned  above  the  left  side  of  the  denticle  below  it. 


1840-O  Medium  O  Dime,  A-2 
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Medium  O  mintmark  shows  a  slight  tilt  to  the  right.  Die  crack  from  rim  at 
1 2  o'clock  down  through  the  E  of  STATES  and  ending  directly  above  the 
N  in  ONE.  Weakly  struck  lower  reverse. 

1840-O  Medium  O  Dime,  Second  Die  Pair 

Stars  5,  6,  8,  9  and  1 0  are  recut  with  stars  9  and  1 0  showing  major 
recutting.  Star  1  points  slightly  above  the  seam  in  the  rock.  The  edge  of 
the  left  foot  of  the  1  in  the  date  is  positioned  above  the  right  side  of  the 
denticle  below  it.  A  die  crack  is  located  on  the  obverse  rim  four  denticles 
to  the  left  of  the  1  in  the  date.  Several  die  scratches  have  been  noted 
above  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty. 

Medium  O  mintmark  shows  a  slight  tilt  to  the  left.  Die  cracks  from  rim 
above  U  and  I  in  UNITED  to  each  respective  letter.  Die  crack  connects 
top  of  letters  in  UNITED.  Anotherdie  crack  from  rimthrough  S  in  STATES. 
Die  crack  from  rim  to  O  in  OF.  Additional  crack  from  rim  to  I  in  AMERICA. 
Die  crack  from  middle  of  left  ribbon  to  rim  below. 

A  review  of  the  Stack's  catalog  for  the  sale  of  the  Lovejoy  collection  on  October  1 6, 
1 990  revealed  that  the  1 840-O  Medium  O  in  Lot  #1 97  was  also  from  this  second  die  pair. 
A  closer  inspection  indicated  that  the  Lovejoy  coin  and  the  piece  I  just  purchased  in  a 
mail  order  sale  are  most  likely  one  and  the  same  coin.  There  is  a  matching  reverse  mark 
located  below  the  U  in  UNITED  on  both  pieces. 

This  discovery  of  a  second  Medium  O  die  pair  for  the  scarcest  1 840-O  mintmark  size 
continues  to  demonstrate  the  possibilities  for  discovery  that  await  individuals  desiring 
to  become  specialists  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series.  I  would  again  like  to  thank  Tom 
Mulvaney  for  the  fine  photographs  of  my  1840-O  Medium  O  dimes.  His  continuing 
support  for  the  research  efforts  of  LSCC  members  is  greatly  appreciated. 


Reverse: 


Obverse: 


Reverse: 
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1840-O  Medium  O  Dime,  Second  Die  Pair 


1840-O  IVIedium  O  Dime,  Second  Die  Pair 
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Hunting  for  Half  Dimes? 
and  Other  Liberty  Seated  Coins 

HALF  DIMES 

1 837  XF-40,  No  Stars,  pretty  light  toning   $1 50 

1838  XF-45,  Small  Stars,  early  die  state   160 

1838         AU-58,  beautiful,  sharp  &  bright   165 

1 841         AU-50,  traces  of  luster,  attractive  light  gray   95 

1 846  VF-20,  bent  &  straightened,  leaving  vice  marks  at  obverse 

rims,  shield  &  field.  Small  planchet  crack  at  star  one   265 

1849-0      VF-30,  old  cleaning,  light  gold  retoning   195 

1852  XF-45,  sharp  dark  gray  original   45 

1 853  F-1 2,  No  Arrows,  pleasing  and  problem  free   55 

1 853  AU-55,  With  Arrows,  well  struck  &  lustrous   115 

1854  XF-45,  dark  gray  original,  sharp    45 

1856         AU-50,  bold  strike,  full  denticles,  nice   95 

1859        VF-35,  medium  gray  original   35 

1860-O      XF-40,  medium  gray  original   45 

1 863         G-4,  decent  example,  key  Civil  War  date   115 

1 863         G-5,  several  old  digs  on  obverse  &  reverse   90 

1864-S      VF-30,  old  cleaning,  nice,  scarce  in  this  grade    100 

1 873-S       VF-30,  attractive  light  &  dark  gray   25 

DIMES 

1838-0       F-1 2,  No  Stars,  nice  example   $95 

1849         VF-30,  sharp  original   33 

1 849-0      AU-55,  Large  0,  lightly  cleaned,  very  scarce   525 

1873  VF-25,  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  pretty  toning   70 

QUARTERS 

1 861         AU-55,  a  few  light  hairiines,  sharp  &  bright   $110 

1863         F-1 5,  nice  original  example   55 

1869         F-12,  light  gray,  problem  free   325 

1 880  PCGS  AU-50,  pleasing  light  toning   400 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1874  VF-30,  lightly  toned  &  attractive   $70 

1875-  S       NGC  AU-58,  very  pretty  gold  toning    195 

1876-  CC     XF-45,  golden  highlights,  nice   135 

1881  VG-10,  lightly  cleaned,  attractive  retoning   205 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1844         XF-45,  sharp,  perfect  rims   $475 

1847  XF-45,  lightly  toned,  minor  rim  disturbance   325 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative  grading  and 
accurate  descriptions  are  guaranteed.  10  day  return  privilege  on  all  coins  in  original 
holders.  Please  add  $2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents 
please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternate  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G  •  Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
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The  1851  V-3  Half  Dime 

by 

William  A.  Harmon 

Valentine  described  and  pictured  two  die  varieties  of  the  1851  half  dime  in  his  book 
on  half  dime  die  varieties.  In  the  supplement  to  the  1 975  Valentine  reprint,  Kam  Ahwash 
described  a  third  variety  as  follows:  "Obv.  51  of  date  touch  base.  First  star  far  from  rock. 
5  is  closed  and  sloping  to  right.  Tip  of  shield  over  left  part  of  1 .  All  stars  perfect.  Rev.  Die 
crack  from  rim  to  D  in  UNITED.  Med.  lettering."  This  third  variety  has  been  designated 
V-3  and  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  In  spite  of  this  description  and  its  listing  in  the 
Valentine  reprint,  this  variety  has  not  been  generally  recognized,  but  this  may  be  due 
more  to  its  rarity  than  a  failure  of  collectors  to  look  for  it.  It  was  probably  Kam's  intent  to 
include  this  variety  in  the  book  on  half  dimes  that  he  planned  to  write  prior  to  his  untimely 
death.  The  1851 

V-3  half  dime  pictured  with  this  article  is  quite  likely  his  discovery  coin.  This  coin  is  ex- 
Stuart  C.  Levine,  Bowers  &  Merena  Sale,  April  1986,  Lot  #2158.  Dr.  Levine  regulariy 
purchased  uncirculated  half  dimes  from  Kam.  The  pictures  of  the  1851  V-3  half  dime 
were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 

The  date  placements  for  the  three  varieties  of  the  1 851  half  dime  are  distinctive  and 
offerthe  best  possibility  for  attributing  the  varieties.  The  date  characteristics  forthe  three 
varieties  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 


Variety 

1851  V-1 


1851  V-2 
1851  V-3 


Shield  Line 
Position 

SL-8 


SL-9 
SL-8 


Remarks 

Date  level.  All  numerals  touch  base.  Left  end  of 
base  of  first  1  covers  more  than  half  of  the 
denticle  below  it. 

Date  runs  downhill.  No  numerals  touch  base. 
Date  runs  uphill.  51  numerals  touch  base.  Left 
end  of  base  of  first  1  covers  less  than  half  of 
denticle  below  it. 


1851  V-3  Half  Dime 
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The  V-2  variety  will  probably  offer  no  problems  in  identification  because  it  has  all  four 
numerals  well  below  the  base  of  the  rock.  Any  problem  in  identification  will  most  likely  be 
encountered  in  distinguishing  between  the  V-1  and  V-3  varieties.  Although  both  varieties 
are  listed  with  a  shield  line  position  of  SL-8,  a  very  careful  examination  will  show  that  the 
date  of  the  V-3  variety  is  slightly  farther  to  the  right.  This  is  the  reason  for  the  very  fine 
distinctions  listed  in  the  remari<s  of  the  descriptions  for  these  two  varieties.  Valentine 
mentions  defects  around  the  stars  as  a  means  of  identification,  but  all  of  the  varieties 
appear  to  have  these  to  varying  degrees  depending  on  die  state.  Similariy,  Kam's 
references  to  the  position  of  the  first  star,  the  closed  5,  the  perfect  stars  and  the  medium 
lettering  are  probably  best  discounted  in  identification  because  they  vary  with  die  state. 

The  reverses  of  the  three  varieties  present  more  difficult  identification  problems,  the  most 
reliable  differences  noted  being  the  die  cracks.  The  following  comparisons,  while  not 
conclusive,  should  be  of  assistance  in  attributing  the  varieties. 

Variety  Remarks 

1851  V-1  V-1  A  has  a  die  crack  at  UN  of  UNITED. 

1 851  V-2  Die  crack  through  M  of  AMERICA. 

1 851  V-3  Die  crack  from  denticle  to  D  of  UNITED. 


In  his  supplement  to  the  Valentine  reprint,  Walter  Breen  noted  file  scratches  over 
AMERI  for  the  V-1  proof.  The  V-3  coin  pictured  with  this  article  also  has  many  file  mari<s, 
including  prominent  ones  to  the  right  stem  and  many  to  AMEBIC.  Care  must  be  taken  to 
distinguish  all  of  these  file  mari<s  from  the  die  cracks.  The  die  crack  to  the  D  in  UNITED 
on  the  V-3  reverse  is  light  but  it  appears  to  be  a  valid  die  crack.  The  V-1  and  V-3  coins 
that  I  have  seen  are  deeply  struck  and  on  both  varieties  the  left  ribbon  end  and  the  stem 
almost  touch.  The  V-2  variety  has  a  more  shallow  strike  and  there  is  good  separation 
between  the  left  ribbon  end  and  the  stem. 

The  writer  has  no  opinion  as  to  the  rarity  of  the  V-3  variety  but  at  this  time  only  one 
example  of  this  variety  is  known.  In  his  book  on  the  half  dime  series,  Al  BIythe  rates  the 
V-1  and  V-2  varieties  as  R-3  in  rarity.  Since  the  V-3  variety  has  not  been  generally 
recognized,  it  is  probably  safe  to  assume  that  it  is  rarer  than  either  the  V-1  or  V-2  varieties. 
It  is  hoped  that  club  members  will  inspect  theircollections  for  examples  of  the  three  varieties 
of  the  1 851  half  dime  and  that  all  three  varieties  will  be  included  in  any  future  club  survey. 
Of  the  dies  prepared  for  this  date,  four  obverses  and  two  reverses  remain  unattributed.  It 
is  possible  that  one  or  more  other  varieties  remain  to  be  discovered  for  this  date. 


1851  V-3  Half  Dime 
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Better  Dates  #31 

The  coins  listed  here  are  only  a  snnall  portion  of  my  new  purchases  since  my  last  ad.  Let 
me  know  if  you  see  something  that  interests  you.  Remember,  I  have  many  more  key  dates 
and  common  coins  not  listed  here.  Please  let  me  know  what  you  need. 


HALF  DIMES 


1843 
1844 
1848-0 
1857 

DIMES 

1838 

1843 

1845 

1845 

1845-0 

1849 

1850-O 

1852 

1852 

1856-0 

1861 

1862-S 

1865-  S 
1866 

1866-  S 

1867-  S 
1870-S 
1874-S 


XF-AU,  heavily  shattered  rev. ...  $55 
XF-AU,  repunched  date,  toned  ...  50 

VF,  nice  original  gray   45 

G,  rotated  rev,  scruffy   6 


F,  GR-102,  bisecting  die  crack 

VF,  nice  album  toning  

VF,  doubled  date,  old  cleaning 


F-VF,  old  cleaning, 
XF-AU,  lustrous . . 


XF-AU,  cleaned,  some  luster 
VG-F,  cleaned,  obv.  scratch  . 
F,  cleaned,  liqht  obv.  scratch . 


VF 
F,i 


light  gray 


Ch.F, 


$15 

1839 

17 

1839 

35 

1840-O 

32 

1842-0 

42 

60 

1848-0 

22 

1849 

35 

1849 

35 

1850-O 

20 

1851 

28 

1851 

40 

1851-0 

35 

1852-0 

450 

1853-0 

80 

1858-S 

48 

1862-S 

125 

1863-S 

50 

1873 

1876-  GC  VF,GR-1 01 C,  doubled  die  obv...  75 

1877-  S  Oh.  VF,  cleaned,  some  retoning  . .  12 
1884-S    Ch.AU,  lustrous,  full  strike   300 

QUARTERS 

1838  F,  super  album  toning,  nice  $28 

1839  F-VF,  original,  tiny  rev.  mark  32 

1841  VF,  nice  gray  album  toning   120 

1842  F,  original  gray,  weak  L   135 

1846  VF,  deep  original  gray   35 

1847  VG,Var.1 -A,  doubled  die  rev....  19 

1 847-0   F,  nice  original  gray   55 

1 850      VG,  weak  obverse  rim   27 

1851-0   VG,  a  few  digs,  nice  gray    140 

1853-  0   F,  Var.  1 -A,  nice  light  gray  27 

1854  Ch.VF,recut  18,  old  cleaning....  27 

1854-  0   XF,  old  light  cleaning   60 

1855-  0   F-VF,  old  cleaning,  rev.  mark  80 

1 856-  S  G,  Large  S/Small  s,  weak  rim  ... .  40 

1862-S    XF,  Var  2-A,  lightly  porous    130 

1865      Oh.  VF,  light  album  toning   120 

1871  VF-XF,  album  toning,  weak  BER  .  90 

1871  XF-AU,  Var  3-0,  some  luster....  190 


QUARTERS 

1877-  00  Oh.  VF,  Var  2-B,  doubled  77  ... .  $45 

1878-  S  Ch.  VF,  old  cleaning,  obv  scratch  185 
1879  XF-AU,  Var.  2-B,  nice  toning  ... .  290 
1888-S   AU,  dipped,  quite  lustrous   105 

HALF  DOLLARS 

VG,  No  Drapery,  light  gray  $50 

F,  No  Drapery,  hidden  scratches . .  70 

F,  rotated  reverse   50 

VG,  Large  Date,  retained  cud  rim 

to  wing  on  reverse   30 

VF,  light  gray   45 

G+,  deep  original  gray   28 

VF-XF,  shattered  reverse  die  —  70 

G,  Broken  0,  obverse  mark   13 

F-VF,  gray  toning,  weak  E   360 

VF,  nice  original  toning   390 

VF-XF,  obverse  initials    30 

F,  plugged  at  9:30,  stray  marks ...  70 

G,  counterstamped  D.E.SIZER  ...  25 
VG,  Breen  #4887,  extra  8  in  rock  .  27 
XF,  Chinese  chopmark  on  obv  ...  50 
XF-AU,  Chinese  chopmark  on  rev  60 
Arr,  XF,  counterstamped  BRADLEY 
&  SMITH  BRUSHES  N.Y.  and 
ASBURY  PARK  N.J.  on  rev  ....  250 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840     VF,  rim  nick,  graffiti  on  rev  $165 

1 850-O   VG,  holed,  engraved  ELSIE  J. 

GREGG  SEPT.  24th  1872   125 

1859      G,  old  cleaning,  stray  marks   185 

1860-O  VF,  deep  scratches  in  obv.  field  ..  99 
1863      F-VF,  large  crude  hole  at  12:00..  125 

1866      G,  original,  a  few  old  marks   120 

1870-CC  G,  old  cleaning,  a  few  marks ....  220 
1 873  Ch.  VF,  old  cleaning,  a  few  marks  210 
1 873      VF-XF,  original,  plugged  at  1 1 :00  .  95 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-CC  XF,  PCI-40,  thin  obv.  scratches .  $265 

1 873-S    F-VF,  numerous  chopmarks   90 

1873-S   XF,  engraved  EFFORT  IS 

CROWNED  WITH  SUCCESS ...  190 

1875-CC  AU,  Chinese  chopmark   120 

1876      Proof,  lightly  cleaned, 

counterstamped  L.W.C.  on  obv . .  145 


All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage. 
14  day  Return  privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  holder.  Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
 Telephone  (415)  583-9908  


25 


The  Finest  Known  Certified  Carson  City  Seated  Dollar  Set 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

For  a  variety  of  reasons,  collectors  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  hold  the  coins  with  the 
CC  mintmark  in  very  high  esteem.  These  collectors  enjoy  owning  prized  examples  of 
the  dollars  that  circulated  in  the  Old  West  where  real  money  in  the  form  of  gold  and  silver 
coins  made  things  happen.  It  is  the  romance  of  this  era  that  excites  the  imagination, 
when  the  famous  Comstock  Lode  was  discovered  in  Nevada  and  the  mining  towns  of 
Virginia  City  and  Gold  Hill  came  into  being.  As  untold  wealth  poured  out  of  the  mines 
beginning  in  1 859,  a  need  for  a  branch  mint  to  convert  this  bullion  into  precious  metal 
coins  was  recognized.  As  a  result,  the  Carson  City  mint  was  built  by  the  United  States 
government  and  opened  as  a  minting  facility  on  January  6, 1 870.  Just  one  month  later 
the  first  CC  dollars  were  produced.  This  event  caused  much  excitement  in  Carson  City 
as  the  public  welcomed  the  appearance  of  these  new  shiny  silver  dollars.  The  local 
newspaper  commented  'They  are  a  sight  for  sore  eyes,  they  have  the  most  pleasant 
jingle  and  they  are  worth  eight  cents  more  than  two  silver  half  dollars". 

Most  of  the  early  coinage  made  at  the  Carson  City  mint  went  directly  into  circulation 
and  therefore  few  specimens  were  saved  in  mint  state.  This  was  true  for  the  early 
Carson  City  dollars  and  those  pieces  now  remaining  in  mint  state  are  especially 
cherished  by  collectors  today.  Several  of  my  friends  are  strongly  attracted  to  the  coins 
from  the  Carson  City  mint,  mainly  because  of  their  extreme  rarity  and  the  historical 
significance  of  the  period  in  which  they  were  struck.  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  the 
story  of  a  very  special  collection  of  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  that  has  been  assembled 
over  the  years  by  a  friend  of  mine.  This  set  represents  the  finest  known  certified  set  of 
Carson  City  Seated  dollars  with  an  average  grade  of  MS-61. 

What  led  to  the  building  of  this  fabulous  set  of  CC  dollars  in  such  a  high  state  of 
preservation?  My  friend  began  coin  collecting  at  age  10.  He  worked  in  his  parents 
neighborhood  luncheonette  and  it  soon  became  known  that  he  liked  all  of  the  old  and 
funny  looking  coins.  He  would  go  through  the  cash  register  each  evening  looking  for 
treasures  and  many  customers  gave  him  or  sold  him  the  different  looking  coins  they  got 
in  change  or  those  received  while  traveling.  As  his  interest  grew,  his  grandfather  also 
gave  him  the  oddities  that  came  into  his  store. 

Time  passed  and  his  collecting  interests  diminished.  Time  needed  to  study  for 
college  and  graduate  school  took  precedent.  The  coins  were,  for  the  most  part, 
forgotten.  He  finished  school,  got  a  job,  married  and  bought  a  house.  Then  one  day  the 
mail  arrived  with  the  annual  bill  for  the  safety  deposit  boxes  in  which  he  kept  his 
childhood  treasures.  Instead  of  paying  the  bill  and  storing  the  coins  for  yet  another  year, 
he  took  the  day  off,  drove  to  his  hometown  and  emptied  the  boxes.  He  drove  home  with 
three  suitcases  full  of  coins.  His  plan  was  to  sell  what  he  didn't  want  and  put  together 
a  nice  set  of  coins  from  what  he  had  collected.  Upon  arriving  home,  he  dumped  all  the 
coins  on  the  kitchen  table.  He  became  a  kid  again,  hooked  on  these  treasures  from  the 
past.  For  the  next  three  days  he  didn't  work  or  sleep  and  barely  ate.  He  just  got  re- 
acquainted  with  all  of  his  fhendsXhaX  he  hadn't  seen  in  years. 

There  was  one  particular  coin,  a  Liberty  Seated  dollar  in  circulated  condition,  that  had 
come  from  his  grandfather.  He  thought  that  it  was  beautiful.  At  the  end  of  three  days  he 
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knew  that  he  would  never  stop  collecting  again.  He  and  his  wife  agreed  that  whatever  money 
he  got  from  selling  part  of  his  coins  would  go  toward  upgrading  his  collection.  And  they  agreed 
that  they  would  also  spend  part  of  their  savings  to  buy  additional  coins  for  the  collection. 

The  Liberty  Seated  series  continued  to  intrigue  him  and  by  1 973  he  began  to  attend 
Stack's  auctions  in  New  York  City  since  they  often  contained  a  nice  selection  of  Liberty 
Seated  coinage.  His  memory  of  one  particular  auction  is  quite  vivid.  He  remembers 
telling  his  wife  that  he  couldn't  understand  why  anyone  would  be  stupid  enough  to  pay 
$5,000  for  an  1 843  dime  in  a  gem  uncirculated  grade  when  the  Red  Book  listed  it  for  so 
much  less.  A  voice  behind  him  said  "I'm  that  stupid  man.  I  bought  it  because  it  is  the  finest 
known  and  thus  is  priceless".  This  was  his  first  meeting  with  Kam  Ahwash.  He  and  his 
wife  went  out  for  coffee  with  Kam  after  the  auction.  He  had  always  liked  the  Liberty 
Seated  series  but  after  talking  to  Kam,  he  was  hooked  on  Seated  coins.  Over  the  years 
Kam  taught  him  a  great  deal  about  rarity,  grading  and  toning  but  he  especially  piqued 
his  interest  in  Carson  City  coinage. 

Although  it  was  Kam  Ahwash  who  got  him  hooked  on  Carson  City  coins,  it  was  Larry 
Stack  who  first  suggested  that  he  try  to  complete  a  set  of  CC  Seated  dollars  in  mint  state. 
Over  the  years  he  had  purchased  many  coins  from  Stack's  and  in  a  casual  conversation 
Larry  suggested  that  he  go  forthe  best,  try  to  put  together  a  set  of  Carson  City  Seated  dollars 
in  the  best  possible  condition  available.  He  laughed.  It  sounded  like  a  pipe  dream  but  as 
he  drove  home  from  New  York  he  remembers  thinking  that  the  idea  sounded  intriguing. 

The  first  Carson  City  dollar  that  he  acquired  was  at  the  Bareford  sale,  and 
appropriately  it  came  from  a  Stack's  auction.  This  sale  contained  choice  examples  of 
three  Carson  City  Seated  dollars,  the  1 870-CC,  the  1 872-CC  and  the  1 873-CC.  As  the 
sale  began  he  was  very  excited.  He  realized  that  he  could  not  afford  to  purchase  all  three 
pieces  but  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  buy  at  least  one  of  these  rare  pieces.  He  was  the  under 
bidder  on  the  1 870-CC  and  the  1 872-CC  and  was  discouraged  as  the  bidding  began 
on  the  1 873-CC.  As  the  number  of  bidders  narrowed,  his  excitement  grew.  He  was  in 
the  running!  At  one  point  Nonnan  Stack  said  "Sir,  we  want  as  much  money  for  the  coins 
as  possible,  but  that  was  your  bid.  You  didn't  need  to  bid  against  yourself.  Then 
suddenly  he  said,  "Sold  to  the  gentleman  on  my  righf.  The  1 873-CC  dollar  was  his. 


1 873-CC  Dollar,  Bareford  Specimen 
NGC  AU-58 


27 


A  year  later  he  saw  the  catalogue  for  the  Carnegie  Museum  collection  and  it 
contained  a  mint  state  1 872-CC  dollar.  There  was  one  problem.  The  auction  was  on  a 
Tuesday  and  he  couldn't  take  off  from  work.  He  therefore  enlisted  the  aid  of  a  friend  who 
purchased  it  for  him  from  Spink  &  Sons.  He  had  not  yet  seen  the  coin  when  it  arrived 
in  the  mail  and  it  was  one  of  the  first  coins  that  he  had  ever  purchased  sight  unseen.  But 
he  assures  me  that  he  was  not  disappointed  in  the  quality  of  the  piece. 


1 872-CC  Dollar,  NGC  MS-61 

After  acquiring  the  second  coin  in  the  four  piece  set,  my  friend  began  to  believe  that 
maybe  someday  he  could  complete  the  set.  But  then  years  passed  without  an 
opportunity  to  purchase  an  example  of  the  other  two  dates  in  mint  state.  He  searched 
every  auction  and  scoured  every  coin  show  that  he  could.  He  would  go  up  and  down 
the  aisles  asking  dealers  if  they  had  any  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  high  grade.  The 
answer  was  usually  no.  Sometimes  he  would  be  shown  coins  that  didn't  match  the 
quality  of  the  other  coins  in  his  collection.  Occasionally  he  would  find  a  nice  coin,  but 
no  examples  of  the  rare  Carson  City  issues. 

Then  in  1 988  at  a  local  coin  show  he  asked  his  usual  question  and  this  dealer  pulled 
out  a  gorgeous  1 870-CC  dollar  in  mint  state.  He  couldn't  believe  it.  Julian  Leidman  was 
at  his  usual  table  at  the  back  of  the  room  and  he  took  the  coin  down  to  Julian  for  his 
opinion.  Julian  took  one  look  at  it  and  said  "If  you  don't  buy  it,  I  will". 

My  friend  was  now  one  coin  away  from  completing  the  four  piece  set  of  Carson  City 
Seated  dollars  in  superior  grade.  But  it  had  been  six  years  between  his  purchases  of 
the  second  and  third  coins  so  he  was  expecting  another  long  wait  before  having  an 
opportunity  to  complete  the  set  with  the  purchase  of  a  mint  state  1 871  -CC  dollar.  Then 
in  November  of  1988,  Bowers  &  Merena  auctioned  the  R.  Henry  and  Emery  May 
Norweb  collection  which  contained  an  example  of  the  needed  date  in  mint  state. 
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1870-CC  Dollar,  NGC  MS-61 


My  friend  was  really  psyched  up  when  the  auction  began.  He  was  determined  to  get 
the  coin  that  he  needed  to  complete  his  set.  He  had  talked  to  David  Bowers  on  the 
telephone,  and  knew  that  this  was  the  coin  that  he  wanted  by  his  description.  So  while 
everyone  else  made  a  fuss  over  the  1870-S  dollar  in  the  sale,  he  purchased  the  best 
1 871  -CC  dollar  that  he  had  ever  seen  to  complete  the  four  coin  set.  Later  the  four  coins 
were  encapsulated  and  graded  by  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America. 
He  says  that  the  four  coin  set  remains  the  pride  of  his  collection. 


1871-CC  Dollar,  Norweb  Specimen 
NGC  MS-63 
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Completing  a  four  piece  set  of  Carson  City  Seated  dollars  in  superior  grade  is  an 
outstanding  accomplishment.  To  more  fully  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  this  task  I  have 
provided  figures  for  the  number  of  mint  state  specimens  encapsulated  by  the  Profes- 
sional Coin  Grading  Service,  NGC  and  ANACS  as  of  October  1 993.  There  were  1 1  mint 
state  specimens  encapsulated  for  the  1870-CC,  one  for  the  1871-CC,  seven  for  the 
1 872-CC  and  one  for  the  1 873-CC. 


On  The  Cover 

The  covers  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  present  pictures  of  an  1 846  half  dime  in  proof 
condition.  The  proof  specimens  of  this  year  were  struck  from  a  different  die  pairthen  the 
business  strikes  so  that  the  proof  coins  represent  a  second  variety  for  this  year.  The  two 
obverse  dies  can  be  distinguished  quite  easily  by  the  position  of  the  date  relative  to  the 
stripes  in  the  obverse  shield  and  the  position  of  the  skirt  pendant.  On  the  proof  coins  the 
tip  of  the  shield  is  positioned  over  the  left  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  while  the  skirt 
pendant  is  positioned  over  the  right  side  of  the  upright  of  the  4.  For  the  business  strikes 
the  tip  of  the  shield  is  positioned  over  the  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  while  the  skirt 
pendant  is  positioned  over  the  crosslet  of  the  4. 

The  obverse  die  that  was  used  to  strike  the  1 846  proof  half  dimes  has  a  number  of 
die  defects  around  the  obverse  stars.  There  is  a  defect  between  the  5th  and  6th  stars 
on  the  left  side  of  the  obverse  and  a  larger  one  between  the  1 0th  and  1 1th  stars  on  the 
right  side.  There  are  several  fine  die  lines  between  the  denticles  and  the  top  of  the  cap 
and  several  more  between  the  denticles  and  the  stars  on  the  right.  And  finally,  there  are 
a  few  die  lines  between  the  denticles  and  the  right  edge  of  the  rock  base  just  below  the 
foot. 

The  1 846  proof  half  dime  is  not  listed  in  the  Valentine  book  on  half  dime  die  varieties. 
However  this  variety  is  described  by  Breen  in  his  supplement  that  appears  in  the  1 975 
reprint  of  the  Valentine  book.  In  this  manuscript  Breen  identifies  this  proof  issue  as  the 
1 846  B-2  variety.  Breen  lists  the  1 846  B-2  half  dime  in  his  1 977  book  on  proof  coinage 
but  this  variety  is  not  pictured  in  his  book.  Breen  also  lists  this  variety  in  his  1988 
encyclopedia  of  US  coinage  but  again  it  is  not  pictured.  Al  BIythe  mentions  the  1846 
proof  half  dime  in  his  1 992  reference  book  on  the  half  dime  series  but  does  not  provide 
a  picture.  It  is  hoped  thatthe  pictures  of  the  1 846  B-2  half  dime  on  the  covers  of  the  journal 
will  help  interested  collectors  identify  this  rare  and  seldom  seen  variety. 

Research  by  Walter  Breen  and  Kam  Ahwash  indicate  that  possibly  1 5  examples  of  the 
1 846  proof  half  dime  exist  today.  Will  W.  Neil  has  been  credited  with  identifying  this  variety 
some  time  before  1947.  The  1846  proof  half  dime  is  very  rare  and  only  occasionally  is 
offered  for  sale  at  auction.  No  example  of  this  variety  appeared  in  the  sale  of  the  Norweb 
Collection  in  1 987  but  an  example  was  sold  as  part  of  the  Levine  Collection  that  was  sold 
in  1986.  Other  examples  do  appear  on  the  market  from  time  to  time. 

The  Editor 
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Liberty  Seated  Coins  for  the  Collector 

HALF  DIMES  QUARTERS 

1848  8/7/6,  EF,  old  cleaning  ....  $120  1861       EF/AU,  lovely  old  toning  $75 

1850-O  EF/AU,  nice  old  toning           140  1862       EF   55 

1852-  0  VG,  original   30  1863       VF-EF,  nice  original   115 

1853-  0  Arrows,  VF   20  1865       VF,  nice  old  toning  210 

1861  1/0,  EF,  sharp   145  1865-8     EF,  sharp,  very  scarce  425 

1867-  S  EF,  original  color   70  1867       VG-F,  attractive  200 

1868  VF+,  original  color   180  1875-CC   VG/AG  45 

1868-  S  AU,  nice  luster   150  1875-S     AU-50+,  lustrous,  scarce  275 

1875-S     Fine  75 

DIMES  1889       VF,nice  260 

1843  Doubled  Date,  VF,  original  ..  $50  ^891  ANACS  AU-55,  gorgeous 

1846  EF,  some  luster,  nice   650  toning   110 

1846  VF,  sharp   250 

1852-0  EF,  original,  very  scarce  ....  135  HALF  DOLLARS 

1858-0  VG                             22  1839  No  Drapery,  EF-40,  onginal ..  $575 

1 860-S  F-Vf",  very  scarce    65  1 846       Tall  Date,  Spiked  4,  AU           1 50 

1862-S  F+,  pleasing    70  1846-0     6/6,  WB-104,  VF+,  nice  90 

1864-  S  Fine,  old  cleaning   40  1846-0     Tall  Date,  Fine,  rare  325 

1865-  S  Fine   48  1848       EF,  scarce   185 

1 872  EF-45,  original  toning            48  1 854-0  EF-45,  super  original  color ....  1 00 

1876-CC  Doubled  Die  obv,  VG-F   36  1855       EF,  sharp   95 

1878-CC  Good    45  1858       AU-55,  sharp  &  lustrous   150 

1886-S  Fine,  original                    55  1858-0  Blundered  Date,  WB-105,  VF. .  125 

1 859-0  Blundered  Date,  WB-1 03,  VF . . .  95 

QUARTERS  1861        EF/AU,  choice   100 

1840-O  Drapery,  VG   $30  1862       EF,  very  scarce   185 

1841  VF,  original   115  1862       VF   110 

1 842-0  Large  Date,  sharp  EF,  orig. . .  1 65  1 864  VF,  nice  toning,  edge  bumps  ...  75 

1 847  Base  of  8  in  rock,  sharp  EF . .  1 50  1 865       AU-55,  very  sharp  285 

1848  1848/1848,  EF,  original         220  1868       EF,  scarce  265 

1849  AU,  lovely  original  color  ....  340  1868-S     EF,  sharp   130 

1853  3/4,  Good,  very  scarce   36  1870-S     VF-F,  original  42 

1857-  S  EF,  scarce                    425  1873-00  No  Arrows,  Good,  problem  free  150 

1858-  0  Fine                            30  1873-00  Arrows,  choice  VF,  original  ...  450 

1858-  S  VF,  original                    200  1875-S  Choice  AU+,  lovely  toning  ....  150 

1859-  0  EF+,  nice  original   120  1878       EF-45,  choice   135 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  14  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $1.50  postage  on 
orders  under$1 00;  add  $3.00  on  orders  over  $1 00.  Maryland  residents  add  5%  sales 
tax.  Layaway  and  approval  service  available. 

Mark  Hotz  Rare  Coins  •  LSCC  #989 

69  West  Main  Street  •  Westminster,  Maryland  21157 
Telephone  or  Fax  (410)  876-1427 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Dies 

by 


F.  Fazzari 


While  I  was  an  ANACS  authenticator  in  tlie  early  1970s,  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
exannine  an  old  record  of  the  dies  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  At  the  time  I  was 
looking  for  information  on  the  dies  for  some  20th  century  issues  that  are  commonly 
altered  or  counterfeited.  The  notes  that  I  made  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage  were  recorded 
strictly  by  chance  since  we  did  not  receive  many  of  these  coins  for  authentication.  But 
I  have  recorded  some  interesting  and  unusual  information  that  I  have  been  delinquent 
in  sharing  with  fellow  numismatists  because  I  had  hoped  to  furtherthe  research  myself. 
Although  I  doubt  that  all  of  the  material  that  I  copied  in  the  short  time  I  viewed  the  ledger 
can  be  corroborated,  my  feelings  about  sharing  this  information  with  others  have 
changed.  I  therefore  wish  to  present  my  notes  on  the  Seated  dollar  dies  so  that  this 
information  will  not  be  lost  to  further  research.  If  this  information  proves  useful,  I  will 
publish  additional  information  on  other  Seated  denominations  from  my  notes. 

Listed  below  are  the  records  for  the  Silver  dollar  dies  from  the  ledger  for  a  ten  year 
period  beginning  in  1 866.  The  Philadelphia  mint  dies  for  1 866, 1 867, 1 869  and  1 870  are 
either  missing  from  my  notes  or  were  not  listed  on  the  pages  that  I  copied  from  the  ledger. 
The  first  entry  I  recorded  was  for  1 868.  My  notation  of  3.3  means  that  three  obverse  and 
three  reverse  dies  were  made.  Information  in  italics  was  not  on  the  ledger.  This 
information  was  taken  from  my  notes  or  from  articles  that  appeared  in  the  Collective 
Volumes  of  the  journal. 

Through  my  research  with  other  coinage  series,  I  have  learned  that  not  every  die 
produced  was  used  to  strike  coins.  Note  the  ledger  listings  for  the  1 869-CC  and  1 871  - 
S  dollars.  Anyone  wishing  to  comment  on  the  information  in  this  article  can  reach  me 
as  follows:  F.  Fazzari,  P.O.  Box  801 1 1 ,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  37414. 


Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Dies 


Date 

1866 
1867 

1868 
1869 


Obverse-Reverse 
Die  Pairs 


Comments 


3.3 


1 869-CC 


2.2 


No  record  of  these  dies  being  used  to  strike  coins  of 
ttiis  date. 


1870 
1 870-S 


2  Silver  dollars   dies  delivered  to  Mr.  Snowdon. 


Is  thiis  2  obverse  dies  or  two  pairs  of  dies  ?  Note  blank 
space  in  ledger  entry  between  dollars  and  dies. 
There  is  no  record  of  this  mintage  but  a  few  coins  do 
exist.  According  to  Breen  05484,  one  pair  of  dies 
known,  two  replacement  reverse  dies  shipped 
5/28//0. 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Dies 


Obverse-Reverse 
Date  Die  Pairs  Comments 


1 870-CC        2.2  Two  obverse  dies  known,  Collective  Volume  Num 

ber  Two,  p.  360. 

1871  10.5 

1 871  -S  2.0  No  record  of  mintage  for  this  date.  Apparently  no 

reverse  die  with  the  S  mintmark  was  sent. 

Reported  mintage  - 1,376  coins.  One  obverse  die 
known,  Collective  Volume  Number  Three,  p.  460. 

According  to  Breen  #5493,  ONLY 2  obverses 
shipped.  If  his  research  is  correct,  THEN  only  five 
CC  reverses  exist  and  they  were  all  used.  Collective 
Volume  Number  Two,  p.  355  and  p.  359 
These  dies  were  sent  later  in  the  year. 
No  original  shipment  recorded. 
Two  obverse  dies  known.  Collective  Volume  Num 
ber  One,  p.  344.  One  reverse  die  known.  Collective 
Volume  Number  One,  p.  340.  When  were  the 
reverse  dies  with  the  S  mintmark  sent  to  San 
Francisco? 

Reported  mintage  -  2,300  coins. 

Unknown  in  any  collection.  According  to  Breen 
#5496,  six  pairs  of  dies  shipped. 

This  listing  for  Silver  dollar  dies  was  probably  an 
error  They  are  most  likely  Trade  dollar  dies. 

Again,  this  listing  for  Silver  dollar  dies  was  probably 
an  error. 

This  listing  was  properly  identified  as  dies  for  Trade 
dollars. 


Variety  Collection  of  Seated  Halves  for  Sale 

I  am  selling  my  large  variety  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  I  am 
also  selling  my  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 

Send  a  large  SASE  for  price  list. 

Earl  J.  Engle  •  LSCC  #791 

P.O.  Box  419251  •  Kansas  City,  Missouri  64141 


1871-  CC  2.0 

1872  7.6 

1872-  CC  2.2 


1.1  extra 

1872-S 

2.0  extra 


1873  8.9 
1873-CC  2.0 
1873-S  6.6 

1874  10.17 

1875  6.7 

1876  8.8  Trade  Dollars 
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New  Reference  Book  on  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Now  Available 

Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  released  their  book  'The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars"  to  the  numismatic  public  during  July  1993  just  prior  to  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Baltimore.  This  book  is  a  major  new  reference  work  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  and  contains  plenty  of  new  information  not  previously  available  on  Seated  half 
dollars.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  book  will  stimulate  interest  in  the  collecting  of  Seated 
half  dollars  by  variety  and  provide  a  standard  reference  for  the  series  for  many  years  to 
come. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  new  book  is  the  abundance  of  large  clear  pictures 
showing  many  varieties  with  recut  digits  in  the  date,  and  others  showing  extra  date  digits 
scattered  just  about  everywhere  around  the  lower  quarter  of  the  obverse  dies.  There  are 
also  many  large  pictures  showing  mintmark  placement,  mintmark  size  and  mintmark 
style.  These  pictures  alone  contain  better  reference  material  for  the  identification  of 
varieties  than  has  been  previously  available  for  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

But,  make  no  mistake  about  it,  this  book  is  much  more  than  a  picture  guide  to  the 
Seated  half  dollar  series.  This  work  contains  the  results  of  an  extensive  research  effort 
by  the  authors  on  this  series.  For  each  date  they  indicate  the  number  of  obverse  dies 
identified,  the  number  of  reverse  dies  identified,  the  number  of  die  marriages  that  have 
been  identified  and  give  an  indication  of  how  extensive  their  research  has  been  on  that 
date.  This  information  gives  the  collector  a  good  idea  of  how  many  varieties  exist  for 
each  date  and  whether  it  is  likely  that  additional  discoveries  will  surface  in  the  coming 
years.  The  authors  also  provide  a  complete  reed  count  for  each  date  in  the  series, 
information  that  can  be  very  useful  in  identifying  the  mint  of  origin  for  a  specific  specimen 
and  assist  in  the  detection  of  counterfeit  specimens.  Measurements  are  also  provided 
on  each  date  for  coin  diameter,  again  to  help  in  counterfeit  detection. 

Other  features  of  the  book  include  a  rarity  listing  for  each  variety  of  each  date  in  four 
different  grades  from  GA/G  to  mint  state.  This  information  should  certainly  help  the 
reader  identify  the  rare  varieties  and  alert  him  to  the  varieties  that  he  should  be  watching 
for  at  numismatic  conventions.  The  book  also  contains  a  price  guide  for  each  date  in 
eight  different  grades  from  Good  to  MS-63.  The  authors  provide  pricing  information  from 
the  standard  price  guides  and  then  present  their  own  prices  reflecting  their  extensive 
experience  with  the  individual  dates  in  the  series. 

The  new  guide  to  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series  by  Wiley  and  Bugert  contains 
enough  new  information  to  expand  the  collecting  interest  of  even  the  casual  collector 
of  Seated  half  dollars.  It  is  must  reading  for  anyone  interested  in  the  Seated  half  dollar 
series  and  makes  a  giant  leap  forward  in  the  available  information  on  the  Seated  half 
dollars  of  the  1 9th  century.  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  the  authors  on 
an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  numismatic  literature  on  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1 858-S  Quarter 


by 

Larry  Briggs 

Since  the  release  of  my  encyclopedia  on  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series  in  January 
of  1 992,  a  few  significant  discoveries  in  the  series  have  been  reported.  One  of  the  most 
interesting  of  these  new  varieties  is  an  1 858-S  quarter  with  an  entirely  new  position  for 
the  mintmark.  For  this  variety  the  Large  S  mintmark  is  located  entirely  to  the  left  of  the 
crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem  and  is  over  the  right  side  of  the  R  in  QUAR.  This 
reverse  has  been  designated  as  Reverse  C  for  this  date.  The  only  two  other  reverses 
known  for  this  date  have  their  mintmarks  located  much  further  to  the  right.  Reverse  A 
of  this  date  has  the  crotch  over  the  right  side  of  the  S  mintmark  with  the  S  located  mostly 
over  the  left  side  of  the  space  between  the  R&D.  Reverse  B  of  this  date  has  the  crotch 
over  the  left  side  of  the  S  mintmark  with  the  S  located  entirely  over  the  space  between 
the  R&D.  The  difference  in  mintmark  positions  is  readily  seen  with  the  naked  eye. 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  is  also  different  from  any  previously  seen.  This  obverse  has 
been  designated  as  Obverse  3.  The  date  on  this  variety  gradually  slopes  downward 
from  left  to  right.  The  stars  are  all  sharply  struck.  The  left  side  stars  show  very  heavy 
recutting  while  the  right  side  stars  show  light  to  moderate  recutting.  The  obverse  is  also 
very  lightly  rusted  in  all  design  recesses. 

The  discovery  of  this  1 858-S  3-C  variety  is  credited  to  f^ichael  E.  Friedman  during 
1992.  The  discovery  coin  is  an  XF  specimen  with  one  hidden  obverse  mark.  The  new 
variety  is  presently  unique  and  is  possibly  very  rare. 


1 858-S  3-C  Quarter  with  Mintmark 
to  the  left  of  Crotch. 
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Date  Styles  on  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

During  the  eariy  part  of  the  1 9th  century,  dates  were  punched  into  coinage  dies  using 
individual  number  punches.  The  resulting  dates  were  punched  irregulariy  into  the  dies 
with  the  same  digit  punches  often  being  used  for  a  period  of  many  years.  In  fact,  date 
characteristics  alone  were  often  sufficient  to  identify  most  obverse  dies.  By  1 840  mint 
officials  were  using  a  four  digit  logo  punch  to  stamp  the  dates  into  the  individual  dies. 
While  the  same  punch  was  used  for  all  dies  of  a  given  denomination,  different  punches 
were  prepared  for  the  different  denominations.  In  spite  of  some  general  attempt  to 
prepare  uniform  date  styles  across  denominations,  there  were  noticeable  differences 
in  style  that  can  be  documented  through  the  period  of  the  1 840s.  For  example,  all  of 
the  dates  in  the  1 840s  in  the  half  dime  and  dollar  series  have  a  4  in  the  date  with  a 
crosslet  on  the  right  end  of  the  crossbar  of  this  digit.  This  is  not  true  for  the  dimes, 
quarters  and  half  dollars  of  this  period.  All  of  the  dimes  from  1 840  to  1 842  have  a  4  in 
the  date  with  a  small  crosslet,  but  this  crosslet  was  removed  with  the  increase  in  date 
size  in  1 843.  No  crosslets  appear  on  the  4s  in  the  date  in  the  dime  series  from  1 843  to 
1 846  but  the  crosslets  return  to  the  4  for  the  last  three  years  of  the  decade.  There  are 
no  crosslet  4s  in  the  quarter  series  at  all  through  1 846.  But  here  again  the  crosslet  is 
added  to  the  4  in  the  date  for  the  last  three  years  of  the  decade.  The  half  dollar  series 
presents  a  different  pattern  again.  No  crosslets  appear  on  the  small  dates  in  the  half 
dollar  series  from  1 840  to  1 842.  When  the  Medium  Date  dies  were  produced  beginning 
in  1 842  a  crosslet  was  added  to  the  4  in  the  date.  The  absence  of  a  crosslet  on  the  4 
thus  provides  a  means  of  positive  identification  for  the  Small  Date  variety  of  1842.  All 
half  dollar  dies  from  1 843  to  1 849  have  4s  in  the  date  with  a  crosslet. 

The  pattern  of  crosslet  4s  across  denominations  presents  a  rather  confusing  picture. 
It  is  not  at  all  clear  why  the  crosslets  were  added  or  why  they  were  removed  throughout 
this  decade.  But  mint  officials  must  have  decided  that  crosslets  were  desirable  on  the 
date  punches  because  they  were  eventually  used  on  all  denominations  of  silver 
coinage  beginning  in  1847. 

The  period  of  the  1 850s  also  presents  some  interesting  patterns  when  the  date 
styles  are  examined  across  denominations.  In  1850  the  5  in  the  date  appears  fairiy 
upright.  But  as  the  decade  progressed  the  5  began  to  slant  more  noticeably  to  the  right. 
By  1 855  the  date  contained  two  5s  that  were  slanting  to  an  extent  that  the  date  appeared 
to  be  tilting  to  the  right.  In  1 855  all  Liberty  Seated  denominations  from  the  half  dime  to 
the  dollar  had  two  slanting  5s  in  the  date.  This  feature  must  have  been  noticed  by  mint 
officials  and  considered  undesirable  because  steps  were  taken  to  correct  the  impres- 
sion of  a  tilting  date  during  this  year.  We  know  that  dies  were  made  and  used  in  the 
copper  large  cent  series  in  1 855  with  two  upright  5s  in  the  date.  The  change  in  style  to 
the  upright  5  reached  the  Liberty  Seated  series  during  the  next  year .  All  half  dime, 
quarter  and  half  dollar  dies  of  1 856  have  an  upright  5  in  the  date.  However,  the  1 856 
dollar  still  shows  a  slanting  5  in  the  date.  Interestingly,  both  styles  appear  on  dies  in  the 
dime  series.  All  1856  Small  Date  dimes  have  the  slanting  5  in  the  date  but  the  Large 
Date  dies  all  have  the  upright  5.  The  5  remained  upright  throughout  the  remainder  of 
the  decade  with  the  style  of  the  flag  on  the  5  changing  significantly  in  1859. 

By  1 860  the  date  styles  remained  much  more  uniform  across  denominations  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  series.  But  it  has  always  been  my  contention  that  during  these  later 
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years  mint  officials  intentionally  created  a  distinctive  date  style  for  each  year  that  ran 
across  denominations.  This  is  most  easily  illustrated  by  the  changing  style  of  the  7s  in 
the  date  during  the  decade  of  the  1 870s.  These  style  features  will  be  illustrated  with  close 
up  pictures  of  the  last  two  digits  in  the  date  on  a  set  of  half  dollars.  Nevertheless,  the 
features  illustrated  will  run  across  all  denominations  of  Seated  coins.  All  digits  in  the  date 
change  during  the  decade  in  subtle  ways  but  it  is  the  changing  characteristics  of  the  7 
which  can  be  more  easily  documented.  The  close  up  pictures  of  the  half  dollars 
presented  in  this  article  were  taken  by  Bill  Bugert. 

Date  features  for  Liberty  Seated  coins  of  the  1870s  are  as  given  below. 


1870 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  shallow  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of  the 
1  is  rather  narrow  while  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  to  nearly  the  width  of  the  upright 
on  both  sides.  The  opening  in  the  lower  loop  of  the  8  is  larger  than  the  opening  in  the  upper 
loop  of  the  8.  A  line  across  the  top  of  the  7  starts  out  at  a  horizontal,  drops  vertically  down, 
makes  a  shallow  arc  over  the 
top  of  the  digit,  and  then  rises 
sharply  up  to  the  right  top.  A  line 
under  the  upper  segment  of  the 
7  starts  out  at  the  horizontal,  k 
rises  sharply  upward,  and  then  '\  ^ 
runs  at  the  horizontal  to  the  leg    /         ,  ' 
of  the  digit.  The  leg  of  the  7 
movessharply  under  the  upper  - 

part  ofthe  digit  and  extends  out     y  ^  ', 

under  most  of  this  digit.  The  O  ' 

is  only  slightly  taller  than  it  is 

wide  but  the  opening  in  the  digit 

Is  almost  2.5  times  taller  than  it 

is  wide. 


1871 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of 
the  1  is  rather  narrow  and  the  base  ofthe  digit  extends  out  beyond  the  width  ofthe  upright 
on  both  sides.  A  line  across  the  top  of  the  7  starts  out  at  the  horizontal,  drops  down  at 
the  vertical,  makes  a  sharp  arc 
over  the  top  of  the  digit  and 


then  rises  up  past  the  vertical 
to  the  top  of  the  digit.  A  line 
underthe  uppersegment  starts 
out  nearly  horizontal,  arches 
up  sharply  and  then  runs  at  the 
horizontal  to  the  leg  ofthe  digit. 
The  leg  of  the  7  moves  out 
under  the  upper  segment  but 
not  as  sharply  as  in  the  previ- 
ous year. 
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1872 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of  the 
1  is  thicker  than  in  the  two  previous  years  and  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  less  than 
the  width  of  the  upright  on  both  sides.  A  line  across  the  top  of  the  7  starts  out  at  the  horizontal, 
drops  down  at  a  vertical,  and  then  makes  a  shallow  arc  over  to  the  leg  of  the  digit.  A  line 
under  the  upper  segment  starts 
out  at  the  horizontal  and  arches 
up  sharply  to  again  reach  the 
horizontal  before  it  turns  up 
again  just  before  it  reaches  the 
leg  of  the  digit.  The  leg  of  the  7 
moves  under  the  upper  part  of 
the  digit  but  not  neariy  as  sharply 

as  in  the  two  previous  years.  I 
The  2  in  the  date  has  a  very 
narrow  neck  and  a  very  thick, 
curied  base  that  neariy  touches 
the  upper  loop  on  the  right. 


^Biiimi 


1873 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of  the 
1  is  of  medium  thickness  and  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  less  than  the  width  of  the 
upright  on  both  sides.  A  line 
across  the  top  of  the  7  arches 
down  at  a  steep  angle,  and  then 
makes  a  shallow  arc  over  the 
top  of  the  digit.  A  line  under  the 
upper  segment  starts  out  at  the 
horizontal,  makes  a  sharp  arch 
up  to  the  horizontal  and  then 
rises  slightly  again  as  it  reaches 
the  leg  of  the  digit.  The  leg  of  the 
7  moves  more  sharply  under 
the  upper  part  of  the  digit  than  in 
the  previous  year.  The  Closed  3 
for  this  date  has  two  large  balls 
on  the  digit  that  come  very  close 
to  each  other.  Mint  officials  re- 
ceived criticism  from  some  indi- 
viduals who  thought  that  this 
digit  looked  too  much  like  an  8. 
This  problem  was  addressed 
by  cutting  down  the  size  of  the 
two  balls  on  the  3,  thus  creat- 
ing the  Open  3  variety  for  this 
year.  A  close  examination  of 
the  date  styles  of  the  two  vari- 
eties indicates  that  all  date 
characteristics  are  identical  ex- 
cept for  the  reduction  in  the 
size  of  the  two  balls  on  the  3. 
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1874 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of 
the  1  is  of  medium  thickness  and  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  less  than  the  width 
of  the  upright  on  both  sides.  A  line  across  the  top  of  the  7  starts  at  the  horizontal,  drops 
sharply  down,  makes  an  arc  over 
the  top  of  the  digit  and  then  rises 
over  a  rounded  right  tip.  A  line 
under  the  upper  segment  starts 
out  near  horizontal,  rises  up  in  a 
sharp  arc  and  then  bends  down- 
ward before  again  rising  up  above 
horizontal  as  it  reaches  the  leg  of 
the  digit.  The  leg  of  the  7  moves 
sharply  under  the  upper  part  of 
the  digit.  The  4  has  a  thick  up- 
right and  a  very  narrow  crossbar. 
The  base  of  the  4  extends  out 
less  than  the  width  of  the  upright 
on  both  sides. 


1875 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of 
the  1  is  thicker  than  in  previous  years  and  the  base  of  the  1  extends  out  less  than  the 
width  of  the  upright  on  both  sides. 
The  upper  part  of  the  7  is  much 
thicker  than  in  previous  years.  A 
line  across  the  top  of  the  digit 
starts  out  at  the  horizontal,  drops 
sharply  at  a  steep  angle,  makes 
a  sharp  arc  over  the  top  of  the 
digit  and  then  rises  vertically  up 
to  the  top  of  the  digit.  A  line  under 
the  upper  segment  rises  sharply 
up  to  the  horizontal,  drops  down- 
ward and  then  rises  up  sharply 
as  it  approaches  the  leg  of  the 
digit.  The  leg  of  the  7  moves 
gently  undertheupperpart  of  the 
digit  and  is  thicker  at  the  bottom 
than  in  previous  years.  The  5  has 
a  thick  upper  flag,  a  very  thin 
neck  and  a  small  ball  at  the  lower 
left  end  of  the  digit. 
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1876 


The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of 
the  1  is  thick  and  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  only  a  little  more  than  half  the  width 
of  the  upright  on  both  sides.  The  upper  part  of  the  7  is  very  thick.  A  line  across  the  top 
of  the  7  starts  at  the  horizontal,  drops  vertically  down,  makes  a  sharp  arc  over  the  top 
of  the  digit  and  then  rises  up 
sharply  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  A 
line  under  the  horizontal  seg- 
ment starts  out  at  the  horizon- 
tal, rises  sharply  up,  curves 
back  down  and  then  rises  again 
as  it  reaches  the  leg  of  the  digit. 
The  leg  of  the  7  moves  gently 
underthe  upper  part  of  the  digit 
and  is  quite  thick  near  the  bot- 
tom. The  6  has  a  small  ball  on 
the  upper  right  end  of  the  digit 
that  does  not  extend  out  to  the 
right  side  of  the  lower  loop. 


1877 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of 
the  1  is  thick  and  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  only  a  little  more  than  half  the  width 
of  the  upright  on  both  sides. 
The  upper  part  of  the  7  is  not  as 
thick  as  in  the  previous  year.  A 
line  across  the  top  of  the  7 
starts  out  at  the  horizontal, 
drops  sharply  down,  makes  a 
shallow  arc  over  the  top  of  the 
digit  and  then  rises  up  over  the 
rounded  right  tip.  A  line  under 
the  upper  segment  rises 
sharply  up  to  the  horizontal 
and  then  bends  slightly  up- 
ward as  it  approaches  the  leg 
of  the  digit.  The  leg  of  the  7 
moves  gently  underthe  upper 
part  of  the  digit,  but  the  right 
edge  bends  back  toward  the 
vertical  as  it  approaches  the 
lower  part  of  the  digit. 
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1878 


The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit.  The  upright  of 
the  1  is  thinner  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  base  of  the  1  extends  out  less  than  the 
width  of  the  upright  on  both  sides. 
The  upper  part  of  the  7  is  thinner 
than  in  the  three  previous  years. 
A  line  across  the  top  of  the  7 
slopes  sharply  down,  makes  a 
sharp  arc  over  the  top  of  the  digit 
and  then  makes  a  gentle  rise  up 
to  the  right  top  of  the  digit.  A  line 
under  the  upper  segment  rises 
sharply  and  then  continues  to 
slope  downward  until  it  reaches 
the  leg  of  the  digit.  The  leg  of  the 
7  moves  only  slightly  under  the 
upper  part  of  the  digit  and  slopes 
back  beyond  the  vertical  along 
the  right  edge. 


1879 

The  upper  serif  of  the  1  makes  a  sharp  arc  up  to  the  top  of  the  digit, 
the  1  is  of  medium  thickness  and  the  base  of  the  digit  extends  out  less 
of  the  upright  on  both  sides.  A 
line  across  the  top  of  the  7  slopes 
down  sharply,  makes  a  gentle 
arc  across  the  top  of  the  digit  and 
then  makes  a  gentle  rise  up  over 
a  rounded  right  tip.  A  line  under 
the  upper  segment  rises  sharply 
to  the  horizontal  and  then  moves 
horizontally  to  the  leg  of  the  digit. 
The  leg  of  the  7  moves  gently 
under  the  upper  part  of  the  digit. 
The  9  has  a  small  ball  on  the 
lower  left  end  of  the  digit  that 
does  not  extend  over  to  the  left 
edge  of  the  digit. 


The 
than 


upright  of 
the  width 


It  is  hoped  that  these  observations  on  date  style  will  encourage  club  members  to  more 
carefully  study  date  features  and  report  other  characteristics  that  have  not  been 
included  in  this  article.  Only  through  extensive  study  of  actual  coins  can  we  hope  to 
understand  mint  practices  during  the  period  when  Seated  coins  were  struck. 
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A  New  Repunched  Date  Variety  for  the  1876  Quarter 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

It  is  becoming  very  difficult  to  locate  new  Seated  varieties  since  a  number  of  variety 
specialists  have  checked  out  virtually  all  of  the  available  stock  on  the  bourse  floors.  But 
I  was  able  to  purchase  an  example  of  a  repunched  date  variety  in  the  quarter  series  at 
the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore  that  I  had  not  yet  seen.  This  new  variety  was  found 
on  an  1 876  quarter,  a  very  common  date  in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  In  fact,  the  1 7.8 
million  coins  struck  for  the  1 876  quarter  was  the  largest  number  of  pieces  produced  for 
any  date  in  the  quarter  series  during  the  1 9th  century.  Unquestionably,  a  large  number 
of  dies  were  required  to  strike  this  many  coins.  It  is  by  studying  examples  of  dates  with 
large  mintages  that  I  have  leamed  to  focus  my  attention  in  my  search  for  new  varieties. 

This  new  repunched  date  variety  of  the  1 876  quarter  is  very  nice  in  that  it  shows  the 
upper  portion  of  an  extra  1  punched  into  the  8  of  the  date.  This  variety  also  shows  the 
base  of  an  extra  1  just  below  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  in  the  date.  I  have  examined  a  large 
number  of  1 876  quarters  and  this  is  a  new  variety  to  me.  My  experience  would  indicate 
that  this  variety  is  at  least  scarce  and  possibly  even  rare. 

I  would  like  to  emphasize  that  the  variety  specialist  should  concentrate  on  the  high 
mintage  issues  to  have  the  best  chance  of  identifying  new  varieties.  If  you  have  a  new 
discovery  that  you  would  like  to  share  with  other  members  of  the  club,  I  would  be  happy 
to  photograph  your  coin.  Correspondences  should  be  sent  to:  Chris  Pilliod,  P.O.  Box 
12722,  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana  46864. 


1876  Quarter  with  Repunched  Date 
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An  Interesting  Counterstamp  on  an  1873  Trade  Dollar 


by 

Q.  David  Bowers 

I  recently  obtained  an  1 873  Trade  dollar  with  a  curious  counterstamp  from  Paul 
Koppenhaver's  July  1 993  mail  bid  sale,  Lot  #407.  This  coin  had  appeared  eariier  in  a 
Koppenhaver  sale  of  June  3, 1978,  Lot  #149.  This  coin  has  the  word  LOTUS  deeply 
impressed  on  the  obverse  in  a  hallmari<  style  rectangular  stamp  in  raised  letters.  This 
piece  is  illustrated  below.  The  coin  itself  has  been  in  a  fire  or  has  been  heat  treated  in 
some  way.  The  coin  grades  about  FINE  but  it  has  very  porous  surfaces.  The  weight  of 
this  specimen  is  41 9.3  grains.  Gregory  G .  Brunk  notes  the  existence  of  this  counterstamp 
on  an  1 873  Trade  dollar  in  his  book  "American  and  Canadian  Countermarked  Coins". 
No  illustration  is  provided  in  his  book.  This  piece  could  be  the  same  coin  that  he  used 
to  establish  his  original  listing. 

This  is  the  first  hallmark  type  counterstamp  that  I  have  seen  with  an  English 
inscription  on  a  Trade  dollar.  The  Lotus,  as  in  lotus  blossom,  is  identified  with  the  Far 
East.  But  the  reason  for  this  counterstamp  on  a  Trade  dollar  has  not  been  explained. 
Does  anyone  have  any  ideas  as  to  the  origin  of  this  counterstamp? 


0§80 


1873  Trade  Dollar  with  Counterstamp 
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TH£  COMIPI^ETE  GUIOE  TO 

JLilIlllilil  X 
9MLAML  MLmM 

HALF  DOLLARS 


RANDY  WILEY  &  BILL  BUGERT 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 

by 

Randy  Wiley 

and 
Bill  Bugert 


234  pages. 
564  photographs. 
Hardbound  only. 
First  printing  limited  to 


1 500  copies. 

•  Complete  Date/mintmark  analysis. 

•  Comprehensive  analysis  of  major  varieties. 

•  Over  300  varieties  with  close-up  photographs. 

•  Complete  rarity  ratings  for  all  varieties. 

•  History  of  the  series. 

•  In-depth  analysis  of  hub  types. 

•  Complete  reed  count  and  diameter  analysis. 

•  Discussion  of  errors,  counterfeit,  and  altered  coins. 

•  Fully  illustrated  chapter  on  grading  for  3  separate  design  types. 

Single  copy  $60  postpaid;  two  copies  $110  postpaid.  Please  specify  if  you 
desire  your  copies  autographed. 

Send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Wiley  and  Bugert 

Box  442  •  Clifton,  Virginia  22024 
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Are  There  Extra  Digits  in  the  Denticles  on  the  1876-CC 

Twenty  Cent  Piece? 

by 

Carson  Torpey 

The  cover  of  Issue  #40  of  the  journal  presents  a  picture  of  a  mint  state  1 876-CC 
twenty  cent  piece.  A  careful  examination  of  this  picture  reveals  what  appears  to  be  the 
top  of  an  extra  8  in  the  denticles  just  below  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  8  in  the  date. 
But  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  with  any  degree  of  certainty  from  the  photograph 
whether  the  mart<  on  the  photograph  is  actually  the  remains  of  an  extra  8  in  the  denticles. 
Does  any  club  member  own  an  example  of  this  rare  date?  If  not,  can  any  club  member 
obtain  permission  from  the  ownerto  study  an  example  of  this  rare  date?  Could  someone 
with  access  to  an  1 876-CC  twenty  cent  piece  let  us  know  whether  it  has  an  extra  digit 
in  the  denticles?  I  am  sure  that  a  great  many  club  members  would  be  interested  in  the 
results  of  such  an  examination. 

Not  until  I  joined  LSCC  did  I  learn  about  Liberty  Seated  coins  with  blundered  dates; 
that  is,  coins  with  extra  date  digits  in  Miss  Liberty's  gown,  in  the  rock  above  the  date  or 
in  the  denticles  below  the  date.  I  now  check  for  these  extra  digits  when  examining  coins 
or  when  studying  photographs  of  coins.  This  is  how  I  noticed  the  marks  that  could  be 
the  remains  of  extra  digits  in  the  denticles  on  the  1 876-CC  twenty  cent  piece. 

Those  LSCC  members  who  have  reported  these  blundered  date  coins  have 
sometimes  stated  that  the  coins  with  the  extra  digits  have  been  in  their  collections  for 
many  years  before  they  suddenly  noticed  the  extra  digits.  It  is  certainly  easy  to 
understand  how  these  extra  digits  can  be  overiooked  because  they  are  most  often 
partially  hidden  by  other  obverse  design  features. 

Finally,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  coin  pictured  on  the  cover  of  Issue  #40  of  the 
Journal  is  the  Norweb  specimen,  last  sold  at  auction  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries  on 
October  12, 1987.  This  coin  is  pictured  in  the  Nonweb  catalogue  as  Lot  #691  in  Part  I 
of  the  Norweb  Collection.  This  coin  is  also  pictured  on  page  222  of  Collective  Volume 
Number  Three  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  California  State  Convention 

There  will  be  a  Western  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  Califomia  State  Convention 
in  January  1994.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  4:00  PM  on  Saturday,  January  22, 1994 
in  San  Jose,  California  during  the  93rd  Convention  of  the  California  State  Numismatic 
Association.  The  convention  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Annual  Coin  Show  of 
the  San  Jose  Coin  Club  at  the  Old  San  Jose  Convention  Center  located  at  Park  Avenue 
and  Market  Street.  All  LSCC  members  and  guests  are  invited  to  attend  this  meeting  and 
take  this  opportunity  to  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

The  Editor 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  MS-62,  shattered  reverse   $425 

1839-0  VF+,  rotated  reverse   47 

1854-0  AU-58+,  super  luster   250 

1856  AU,  very  nice   95 

DIMES 

1 838-  0  0/0,  F++,  A-1 ,  GR-1 01 ,  original . .  $95 

1838  Sm  Stars,  F+,  choice  original   48 

1838  XF+,  far  right  date,  unlisted   65 

1 839-  0  VF+,  Sm  o,  A-1 ,  original   55 

1841-0  XF+,  A-3,  reverse  die  crack    95 

1841-0  VF,  Small  0,  mostly  dark  blue   30 

1843  XF,  original  toning   36 

1843  1843/1843,  XF,  light  gold    90 

1845  5/5/5,  VF,A-2,GR-101,  nice   75 

1 845  1 845/1 845,  VF,  some  roughness  . .  20 

1845-0  VF-30/35,  nice  original    195 

1848  VF-35,  A-1,  GR-1 01,  original   65 

1850  XF,  tiny  mark   35 

1850  VF,  rim  tick    11 

1 850-  O  Large  0,  F,  scarce   30 

1851  XF,  A-3,  light  gray   35 

1 851  -0  VF-35,Large  0,  a  few  scratches  ...  85 

1851-  0  VF,  Large  0   75 

1851-  0  VF+/F+,  Large  0   70 

1852-  0  VF,  nice  toning    90 

1853  XF+,  WA,  some  luster   45 

1853-  0  VF-30/35+,  A-1,  scarce   65 

1853-0  VF-30,  unlisted    55 

1854  XF-40+,  heavy  date   45 

1855  XF,  light  gray   50 

1856  VF-30,  Small  Date,  original   20 

1856  18/18,  VF,Sm  Date,  A-4,  GR-1 02  .  20 

1856  XF,  doubled  die  obverse   45 

1856  VF-35,  Small  Date   38 

1856-  0  Large  0,  XF,  nice    75 

1857  XF-45+,  A-1,  original   48 

1857-  0  Large  0,  VF-35,  A-3   40 

1859-0  Large  0,  VF-35,  scruffy   40 

1859-0  Large  0,  VF-30,  a  few  marks   42 


DIMES 

1 861      Type  I  obv,  VF,  A-1 ,  original   $38 

1861  XF+,  A-2,  some  reverse  darkness  .  38 

1864-S    F-t-A/G    40 

1864-S    FA/G    35 

1866      VG+,RARE   450 

1868      F,  unlisted,  original    32 

1871  VF,  A-2,  pretty  &  choice    16 

1 872  VF-30,  original  medium  gray   18 

1873  WA,  VF/F,  a  little  dark   22 

1874  VF,  reverse  rim  mark   28 

1875-  S    f^icro  s,  VF-35,  choice   50 

1876      XF+,  choice,  light  gray   22 

1876-  CC  VF,  doubled  die  obv.  Rev.  B   160 

1890  Blundered  Date,  F,  GR-1 01    15 

1890-  S    Blundered  Date,  VF,  GR-1 03   50 

1891  XF,  original    18 

1891      VF-35   15 

1891      VF+,  choice   12 

1891-  S    Med  S/ Sm  s,  F+,  choice   45 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S    S/S,  XF,  5  in  denticles   $125 

QUARTERS 

1840-O   No  Drapery,  VF,  original   $85 

1847-0   F+,  dark  blue   50 

1853  1853/854,  F,  scarce   90 

1854  XF+,  choice  original   85 

1857-0   VF,  original,  dark  gray   35 

1859      XF,  medium  gray,  nice    60 

1876  XF,  medium  gray   45 

1877  VF,  medium  gray   22 

1891      VF,  original,  medium  gray   25 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840      VF+,  two  light  scratches   $70 

1844-0    1844/844,  VF-30+,WB-1 05    70 

1854-0   XF+,  heavy  die  lick   90 

1854-0   VF,  medium  gray   35 

1861-  0  XF,  Confederate  obv,  light  mark  . .  215 

1862-  S    XF,  Medium  S,  original   80 

1877-  S  VF-35,  Micro  s,WB-1 01,  pretty....  75 


Two  folder  set  for  Seated  dimes,  old  but  riever  used.  $8.00  for  set. 

TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Persorial  ctnecks  must  clear.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many  ottier  dimes 
and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361  day  or  night 
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An  1842  Seated  Dollar  with  Rim  Cuds 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 842  Seated  dollar  with  three  major  rim  cuds.  The  first 
cud  runs  along  the  rim  between  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  stars.  A  larger  cud  runs  along  the  rim 
below  and  just  to  the  left  of  the  1  in  the  date.  The  largest  of  these  cuds  runs  along  the 
rim  to  the  left  of  the  first  three  stars.  All  three  cuds  are  very  strong  and  each  runs  from 
the  edge  in  to  the  denticles. 

At  first  glance  these  cuds  appear  to  be  the  result  of  rim  damage  to  the  coin.  But  a 
careful  examination  of  the  coin  shows  no  planchet  damage  and  raised  metal  along  the 
rims  to  form  the  cuds.  This  coin  was  sent  in  by  Larry  Briggs  for  publication  in  the  journal. 
Larry  has  indicated  that  he  has  seen  other  examples  of  this  variety  with  identical  rim 
cuds.  You  have  to  wonder  how  many  people  have  looked  at  these  coins  and  considered 
these  defects  to  be  damage  to  the  coins  that  occurred  outside  the  mint. 

The  1842  dollar  with  the  rim  cuds  raises  some  interesting  questions.  What  caused 
the  damage  to  the  obverse  die  that  resulted  in  the  rim  cuds?  Did  the  three  cuds  develop 
at  the  same  time?  Does  anyone  have  an  example  of  this  variety  with  only  one  or  two  of 
the  cuds?  Does  anyone  have  an  example  of  this  variety  with  more  extensively 
developed  rim  cuds?  Just  how  rare  is  this  date  with  the  rim  cuds?  At  least  we  know  that 
the  defects  are  mint  made  and  that  their  presence  on  a  specimen  should  not  detract  from 
the  value  of  the  coin. 


1842  Dollar  with  Three  Rim  Cuds 
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Marston  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  1993 

Jack  Marston  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  1 993  for  his  contribution, 
'The  Incredible  Mystery  of  the  1873  Half  Dollar  -  No  Arrows  -  Open  3  -  Proof,  that 
appeared  in  Issue  #57  of  the  Journal.  The  Ahwash  award  is  given  annually  for  the  best 
article  to  appear  in  the  journal  as  voted  by  the  club  members.  This  year's  award  covered 
the  material  in  Issues  #55  to  #57  and  the  award  winner  was  determined  as  a  result  of 
a  vote  by  club  members  during  July  1 993.  A  total  of  80  ballots  were  received  from  the 
club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  three  articles  which  they  liked 
best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles 
because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes  out  among  many 
articles.  There  were  204  votes  cast  from  the  80  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the  results 
is  given  below. 

Rank,  Article  and  Author 

VOTES 

1 .    The  Incredible  Mystery  of  the  1 873  Half  Dollar  -  No  Arrows  -  Open  3-Proof 


by  Jack  Marston   28 

2.  The  1848-0  Half  dimes 

by  William  A.  Harmon   26 

3.  The  Date  Alignment  Jig 

by  Del  Romines   23 

4.  Misuse  of  the  Date  Alignment  Jig 

by  Del  Romines   13 

5.  The  Three  Finest  known  1 870-CC  Dollars 

by  Weimar  White   13 


6.  A  Coin  World  Sun/ey  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  1 987  to  1 992 

by  Larry  Rausch   12 

7.  A  Ten  Piece  Carson  City  Type  Set  in  Mint  State 

by  Weimar  White   11 

8.  1 855-S  Half  Dollars  in  the  China  Trade 

by  Donald  Heifer   10 

9.  Some  Additional  Observations  on  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars 

by  John  Kroon   9 

1 0.  Estimates  for  the  Number  of  Mint  State  1 859-0  &  1 860-O  Dollars 

by  Weimar  White   ^ 

11.  A  New  Variety  for  the  1 865-S  Half  Dime 

byAIBIythe    6 

12.  1 853  Dimes  With  Arrows  Revisited 

by  Gerry  Fortin   6 

1 3.  1 877-S  Seated  Dime  Varieties 

by  Gerry  Fortin   ^ 

1 4.  Tentative  Condition  Census  &  Rarity  Rating  for  1 871  -CC  Quarters 

by  Douglas  E.  Barr   5 
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Rank,  Article  and  Author 


VOTES 


15.  An  1 873-S  With  Arrows  Half  Dollar  Variety 

by  Paul  Brill    ^ 

1 6.  A  New  1 858  Half  Dollar  with  Blundered  Die 

by  Glenn  Peterson   ^ 

1 7.  A  Third  Variety  Discovered  for  the  1 858-S  Dime 

by  Scott  Grieb   3 

1 8.  Some  Countermarked  Coins  Used  to  Advertise  Business  Services 

by  Donald  Heifer   3 

1 9.  A  Second  1 839  Very  Long  Claws  Quarter  Discovered 

by  David  Hensley   3 

20.  Proof  Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

by  Maurice  Rosen   3 

21 .  A  Late  State  1 855-0  V-1 A  Half  Dime 

by  John  E.  Zitz   2 

22.  Interesting  Counterstamp  on  1 860-O  Dollar  Discovered 

by  Q.  David  Bowers   1 

23.  An  1 877  Dime  with  a  Blundered  Date 

by  Jason  Carter   1 

24.  What  Can  Be  Learned  From  the  1 841  -O  Doubled  Die  Quarter? 

by  Christopher  Pilliod   1 

25.  The  1 848  Half  Dime  with  the  Far  Right  Date 

by  John  Zitz   1 

26.  An  1 887-S  Dime  with  a  Shattered  Reverse 

by  Jason  Carter   1 

27.  A  New  1 855  Doubled  Die  Quarter 

by  Christopher  Pilliod   1 

28.  Obverse  Characteristics  of  the  1888-S  Dime 

by  Christopher  Pilliod   1 

With  28  of  the  31  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award,  it  is 
evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However,  even 
one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader,  and  therefore 
a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The 
officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to  contribute  articles  during 
the  past  year,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and  exciting 
material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  would  like  to  report  that  another  1 887-S  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse  like  the  one 
described  in  Issue  #57  of  the  journal  surfaced  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore.  The 
reverse  of  this  AU-50  coin  shows  a  later  die  state  than  the  Jason  Carter  plate  coin.  The 
heavy  die  crack  is  visible  without  a  glass  with  a  branch  off  to  the  right  of  the  bow,  this 
crack  now  extending  to  the  rim  near  the  mintmark.  Surprisingly,  the  reverse  of  this'coin 
is  strongly  struck. 

Luck  was  on  my  side  that  day  at  the  Convention.  This  dime  was  located  at  the  first 
table  I  visited  on  the  opening  day  of  the  ANA  Convention. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 


With  all  due  respect  to  Mr.  White,  I  have  to  disagree  with  his  idea  to  include  the  gold 
coinage  designed  by  Christian  Gobrecht  as  subject  matter  forthe  journal.  I  joined  LSCC 
to  study  a  very  specific  subset  of  Gobrecht's  work,  his  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  I  would 
be  disappointed  to  see  the  contents  of  the  journal  diluted  with  non-Seated  subject 
matter. 

I  understand  Mr.  White's  motivation.  I  would  also  enjoy  a  periodical  and  an 
association  devoted  to  the  study  of  Gobrecht's  gold  coinage.  But  that  is  another  club 
altogether.  Change  the  name  of  the  journal  if  you  must,  but  please  leave  the  contents 
alone. 

Joseph  D.  Rose 
„  LSCC  #1392 


Sending  l\/laterial  for  Publication  in  the  Journal 

When  sending  ads  or  articles  for  publication  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  we  ask  that  this 
material  be  sent  directly  to  the  Editor  in  Kettering,  Ohio.  Material  sent  in  this  fashion  will 
be  promptly  processed  for  publication  in  the  next  issue  of  the  journal.  The  complete 
address  forthe  submission  of  journal  materials  is  given  on  the  back  cover  of  each  issue 
of  the  journal. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  apologize  for  not  making  this  policy  clear  to  all  club 
members.  It  seems  that  several  club  members  sent  in  ads  with  their  club  dues  and  this 
material  did  not  reach  me  in  time  for  publication  in  this  issue.  As  Secretary-Treasurer, 
John  Kroon  received  almost  500  pieces  of  mail  from  club  members  during  the  first  three 
weeks  of  October.  John  had  no  trouble  in  processing  the  dues  receipts  in  time  to  create 
the  mailing  list  for  the  fall  issue  of  the  journal,  but  it  was  an  overwhelming  problem  to 
search  through  this  volume  of  mail  for  material  that  must  be  sent  out  to  meet  a  fast 
approaching  publication  deadline.  We  therefore  ask  that  all  material  prepared  for 
publication  be  sent  directly  to  the  Editor  of  the  journal. 

The  Editor 
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* — *    Collective  Volumes  Available    * — * 

In  order  to  make  the  information  in  the  early  issues  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  available  to  all  LSCC  members,  the  club  has  chosen  to  reprint 
the  articles  in  these  issues  in  hard  bound  collective  volumes.  There 
have  been  three  collective  volumes  printed  to  date,  each  containing 
the  material  printed  in  the  journal  over  a  period  of  five  years.  The 
articles  in  these  collective  volumes  have  been  ordered  by  denomina- 
tion and  date  to  make  it  easy  for  the  reader  to  locate  a  specific  article 
or  to  research  a  specific  date.  The  first  section  contains  articles  of 
general  interest  which  cut  across  denominations.  Subsequent  sec- 
tions contain  information  on  specific  denominations  starting  with  half 
dimes  and  progressing  through  to  dollars.  These  volumes  contain 
many  original  articles  on  Seated  coinage  not  available  in  any  other 
numismatic  books  currently  on  the  market. 

The  collective  volumes  represent  the  latest  available  research  on 
the  silver  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century.  Each  book  is 
attractively  bound  in  a  hard  cover  in  a  7  by  10  inch  format.  All  prices 
include  postage. 

Collective  Volume  Number  One 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  the  first  18  issues 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  December  1 974  and  July 
1 980.  This  volume  contains  almost  390  pages  of  material  on  Seated 
coins.  Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Two 

This  Volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #19  to  #33 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1 980  and  July 
1985.  This  volume  contains  380  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Three 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #34  to  #48 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1985  and  July 
1990.  This  volume  contains  470  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $34  per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 
John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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Treasurer's  Report  1992-1993 

Beginning  Balance  -  July  22, 1 992    $  1 ,1 04.99 

Receipts 

New  Members  $  997.00 

Renewal  memberships   8469.50 

Advertising   615.00 

Donations    100.00 

Interest  Income    196.49 

Repayment  from  Book  Account   2000.00 

Total  Receipts  $12,377.99 

Total  Available   $13,482.98 

Disbursements 

Printing   $  5,853.24 

Postage  &  Office  Expenses   3,238.30 

ANA  Membership  Dues   30.00 

Membership  Refunds   17.50 

Total  Spent  $  9,139.04 

Cash  Balance  July  1 4, 1 993   $  4,343.94 

John  Kroon 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBERTy  fitRTED  CoUf  [TORS  C^JB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP. 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE    DATE   


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon   •   P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


❖  ^  ❖ 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1846  Proof 
Half  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This 
is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the 
members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


